2 John  ~  Truth, Love and Obedience

1: The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;

2: For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.

3: Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

4: I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

5: And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.

6: And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

7: For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

8: Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

9: Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

10: If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

11: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

12: Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

13: The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.

TO:  The elect (chosen) lady


1.  A lady who lives a distance from him

· Most likely the church met in her home

· Kenneth Wuest,(Grk. Scholar) believes it is the name Martha  (kuria), others call her Cyria

2.  A sister church, a part of the bride

· “Martha”  at the feet of Jesus

· :13, her sister and her children

3. I believe it is both a lady and a message to the church

Overview: Love everyone no matter what happens

1. She, the lady or the church, took a stand against false teachers and some were upset with her and criticized her. In spite of what has happened continue to love.

2. Continue to take a stand against false teachers.

:1-4 
1: The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;

2: For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.

3: Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

4: I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

Key words:



Truth
-    5 times



Commandment -  



Love    -    2 times


Eph.4:15
Speaking the truth in love.

:2
Truth with us forever,  Heaven and earth pass away…my Word never pass away

:3
This is a statement not a hope, wish or prayer.


Grace  -  give us something we do not deserve

Mercy  -  He didn’t give us what we deserve


Peace  -  “to bind together”  God and us separated



Secure in the love and care of God

Isa:26:3: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
:4 
John met with either her children or church members and they had a dynamic testimony and was grounded in the Word.




They were “walking” in the truth
(Remember that she is being criticized for refusing housing to false teachers)

5: And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.

6: And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

Beseech
-
Urge, beg or entreat    -   denotes urgency and necessity


1 John - very similar verses, old commandment, new paradigm, Love your enemies


Abe Lincoln  -  The best way to destroy an enemy is to make him your friend.

In verses 4-6 the word commandment is used 5times

1 John 5:3  comm. not grievous

:6
Love is:

Walking in the truth




Obedience




Not emotions or feelings




An act of your will




Decision




Our actions and reactions must be motivated by love




We must follow and emulate the model of Jesus


We can say it but we must show it!


1 Cor. 13  picture of love

Truth, Love and Obedience


Not a vicious cycle but a victorious circle

7: For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

8: Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

9: Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

10: If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

11: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

:7  
We must guard against deceivers, imposters.



Deceiver is more than false teaching
 

One who leads others astray into wrong living and corruption


Teaching affects our behavior


Confess – to agree with


Jesus not come in the flesh:
1.  Denies - Deity, sinless life, death and resurrection, Lordship, and return




2.  Leads people astray

Antichrist against Christ,  in stead of Christ,  a substitute for Christ,  the forerunner of antichrist

“entered into the world”   Ideal is they came from out of the church



possibly in church and started good


Jim Jones,  Jude 3,  1 John 2;19,  Acts 20:30

Mark Twain     A lie travels around the world while the truth is putting its shoes on.

:8     Watch yourself


We lose when we follow false teachers



Lose  =  to destroy or ruin



Look to yourselves,  Be aware, take heed



They say they are offering something but in the end you lose.




Satan is a thief  




Gal. 4:11  11: I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.


Rewarded for good works,  “wrought”  converts, those saved and edified through



Ministry.



Kenneth Wuest,  “Do not lose the things we accomplished.”


Ill.  Garden, hard work for months could be destroyed in a day

9: Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

Abide in the Doctrine of Christ

Transgresseth, move ahead of God, going to far,  add to it

Abideth not,  leaves it


The false teachers try to impress with knowledge or what they call “progressive thinking”  t becomes a digression when it is not in line with word.


Today many try to be impressive saying that the church is in a rut


To progress toward Christ, is our goal

Contrast  -  Hath not God


       Hath   Father and the Son
10: If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

11: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

The church was most likely in her home

Housing was a necessity and very important in tht culture, hospitality


To do so they become fellow helpers of the truth

John is strong and perfectly clear. Why?  He was destroying the garden, it would affect the eternity

People

“Godspeed”   To wish well,  greetings,  farewell, rejoice


To do so was to participate or be a partner in there wrong deeds

We must be careful what we allow in our homes.

Why?


1.  We do not want to give the impression that we condone the false preaching


2.  Do not want to be affected by false teaching

3.  Give ammunition for the net place  (John Drinnon)

12: Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

13: The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.

Looking forward to seeing you soon, full joy, value of fellowship

Conclusion:  John,  in bath house  Cerinthius was in it,  false teacher,   John ran out saying he was afraid

the judgment of God would fall and cause the building to collapse. 
PAGE  
1

