A Running Stream or a Stagnate Pool

Tim Bartee
A wise teacher was once asked the question, “Why do you continually study, it seems that you never stop?”  He replied saying, “Son, I would rather have my students drinking from a running stream than a stagnate pool.”  An 83-year-old teacher of 13 junior high boys traveled for hours on a Greyhound bus to attend a Sunday School Convention in Chicago.  Someone asked her the question, “Why?’  These are her exact words, “To learn something that would make me a better teacher.”  The dear elderly lady taught 84 young men who are presently in full-time ministry.  She learned a valuable lesson, you cannot teach from a vacuum.  Is it your heart’s desire to be a better teacher?  If so, we must follow Peter’s advice as he closes his second epistle, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

The difference between a running stream and a stagnate pool is “change.”  The first step to becoming a running stream is to be healthy.  The laws of nature instituted by God teach us that if something is “healthy” it will automatically “grow.”  If something grows it cannot stay the same but it goes through a process of change from infancy to maturity.  The more you change, the more you become an instrument of change in the lives of others.  If you want to become a change agent, you must change.  

Jesus set the example for us according to Scripture, “And the child {Jesus} grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.”  “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:40, 52)

He grew “in wisdom.”  That is intellectual development.

He grew “in stature.”  That is physical development.

He grew “in favor with God.”  That is spiritual development.

He grew “in favor with man.”  That is social development.

What can we do to continue growing in wisdom?  

1. Maintain a consistent study and reading program.  “Leaders are readers, and readers are leaders.”  The two most important factors that will influence your life in the years ahead will be the books you read and the people you are around.  

2. Enroll in continuing education courses.  As we continue our education we are not only interested in content but in developing the gifts that God has given to us.  We live in a day when opportunities abound.  Whether it would be through an IIM extension site, a home correspondence course or whatever avenue that would be open to you, it is important that we continue growing.  We must be a strong link in the chain that Paul speaks of in 2 Tim. 2:2, And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.   

3.  Get to know your students.  A young man was given the opportunity to teach the junior high   

     boys, but few thought he would succeed.  He revolutionized the class.  Someone asked him what

     he was doing to make such a profound effect on the boys’ lives.  He took out a small black book

     and on each page he had a picture of each student and a paragraph full of comments concerning

     that student.  The young teacher said he prayed over each page of that book every day and he

     couldn’t wait till Sunday to see what God was doing in their lives.    

Jesus also grew in stature, or physically.  As adults we have most likely achieved our physical stature.  But in respect to the physical or material dimension how are we growing.  Do we have a healthy outlook on the “things” of this world?  The “things” of this world are an idol or a tool, a slave or a master.     

The next area of development was socially.  It becomes so easy to focus in on the lesson, that we forget that we are teaching individuals who are sitting in our classes who have significant needs in their lives.  Our friendship and love, even shown in small quantities, make a big difference.  There were times when Jesus stopped teaching to show compassion to one who is in need.

Last of all, Jesus “increased in favor with God.” This is our spiritual growth.  Of course every area of our life effects our spiritual growth. There are so many different principles that could be inserted here, but I want to stress just a few that I place a high priority on.  Growth should not occur monthly or even weekly, but it should occur daily.  Our daily prayer time as a teacher and minister is a must.  We must also feed our spiritual man daily.  We often use our daily time in the Word to study our lesson.  I encourage you to use this as a time of personal growth and fellowship with God.  During this time we should not be looking for Scriptures to support our lesson but we should be listening to Scripture that will support our daily lives.  

The choice is ours, “Do we want to be a running stream, that refreshes the weary soul who comes to have the thirst quenched?” or  “Do we want to be a stagnate pool that breeds the diseases of boredom and apathy.”  I’m sure you can say as I do, “I am truly thankful for the running streams that God has allowed to cross the path of my life.”

