Be Prepared

Checkout: aimcgma.org   (Teaching and preaching from your favorite CGMA preachers)

Text:   Proverbs 30:25 (KJV)  The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer; 

Introduction:  Preparation is the difference between success and failure, mediocrity and excellence, average and above average.  “One thing greater than the will to succeed is the will to prepare.”  

God is a God of Preparation  -  He prepared the earth and then filled it, as well as the tabernacle, he prepared a great fish for Jonah, John the Baptist came to prepare the way for the Christ, Heaven is a prepared place, Jesus said “I go to prepare a place for you…,” Paul said “Eye hath not seen …what God has prepared…,”  Jesus came in the “fullness of time,” to a world that had been prepared for his entrance.

  I.  Be Prepared for War  ~  Joshua 4:13 (KJV)  About forty thousand prepared for war

      passed over before the Lord unto battle, to the plains of Jericho. 
A. 2 Tim. 2:3-4 (KJV) Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

B.  1 Cor. 14:8 (KJV)   For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall

      prepare himself to the battle? 

C. Psalm 23:5 (KJV)  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine   

      enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

D. Ephesians 6 and the Armor of God  (New Birth = New Battle, Love-boat =   

Battleship  (2 Cor. 10:3-6)

 II.  Be Prepared to Witness  


A.  Acts 1:8 (KJV)   But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come

                  upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all  

                  Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

B. 1 Peter 3:15 (KJV)  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready

      always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope

      that is in you with meekness and fear: 

C. 2 Tim. 2:15 (KJV)  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that   

      needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth...:21  If a man   

      therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, 

     sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 

III.  Be Prepared to Worship

A. A minister should set the standard as a worshipper in the church.

B.  Matthew 26:17 (KJV)  Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the

     disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for

     thee to eat the passover? 

C.  The priest went through diligent and meticulous preparations before entering    

      the presence of the Lord.

D.  Exodus 15:2 (KJV)   The Lord is my strength and song, and he is become my

      salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father's 

      God, and I will exalt him. 

   IV.   Be Prepared to Preach the Word        

A. Humor  -  It  puts all at ease, example Joe Osteen

B. Don’t forget:

a. Be Yourself, If you must imitate, imitate Christ Ill.  Years ago those who hunted monkeys would come into the woods and pretend to wash their faces with water over and over.  They would leave and substitute the basins of water with glue, the monkeys would imitate them which would result in there eyelids being glued together which made it easy to capture them.  They did the same with putting their boots on and off and then leaving the boots with glue in them.

b. Beware  of Exaggeration  

c. Stay within your realm of depth and maturity.

d. Beware of the context and what the rest of the Bible has to say about your subject.  Seek to understand the customs of that day concerning your text.  Get a Strong’s Concordance to get a grip on definitions in their original language.  

e. Use your own life’s events as illustrations

What is the goal of your preaching?  Ultimately it is to not change one’s intellect or emotions, but it is to change ones will.

C. Study yourself to death and Pray yourself back to life

a. Read your Bible regularly, not to look for sermon ideas but to feed your spirit, if a sermon idea comes write it down and deal with it later.

b. Keep a notebook of or file of sermon ideas and illustrations to draw from as you prepare, organize I as it grows.  If you read something write down a brief note and the page and title of the book.

c. Study good authors and commentaries, start a library. Biographies will truly inspire you.

d. A good illustration is to a sermon what a window is to the house…A house must not be all windows, nor should it be void of windows.

e. Different types of sermons, topical, expository, biographical, letter sermons (open up and letter fly), illustrative sermon. 

· There must be a balance between preparation and the leading of the Holy Ghost.

Someone invites you to preach in two weeks, now what do you do?

1.  Pray and seek God for the subject and text.  Ask others to pray specifically for you about that preaching date.

2.  Determine what you want the person listening, to do or believe after the sermon is over.

3.  Study your text thoroughly and read anything and everything you can, taking notes along the way.

4.  Organize your thoughts. A well-organized sermon is more likely to be remembered by both you the speaker and the hearer.  When I was 18 I preached at camp on the prodigal son and my 4 points were: bored, bombed, burned out and best.  You are the architect, the sermon is your building.

5.  Ask God for and diligently find a fitting introduction and conclusion.

6.  Pray through your sermon many times.

What God is doing know is preparation for your future and it is a revolving cycle.

