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As Moses was considered the great lawgiver, he is also the one who ushered in a new time of reformation for the children of Israel.  Like Moses, Samuel also brought about a reformation in Israel’s history and there are few characters who have given shape to the political and religious climate of their times. Samuel was a prophet, priest and judge; as a matter of fact, he was the last and climax of the era of judges which brought the end of an old order and the beginning of the new.  Of course, we know that he anointed the first two kings of Israel, Saul and David, but he also began a tradition of training preachers and prophets.  In his days, there were the schools of the sons of the prophets, to which Samuel is attributed as being their founder.  These schools form the beginning of the prophetic order whose existence can be traced down through Old Testament times and whose influence is seen in the Old Testament literature and its history.  There are references to prophets previously to Samuel but they are rare and very narrow in their scope.  It is after Samuel’s life that we see the ministry of the prophet bloom and become the spiritual influence in the nation’s history.

What does the Old Testament say about these schools?  The first thing that is realized is that they were not officially called schools in the Bible because that word is never specifically used of them, but because of the Old Testament’s description of the sons of the prophets, there is little doubt that they fall in this category. Let’s look closely at what the Bible does say specifically about these schools of the sons of the prophets.


The Old Testament tells us that they were called a band or company of prophets.  The first appearance of them is found in 1 Samuel 10:2-5 in a setting where Saul had just been anointed king and was told he would come across their path, “thou shalt meet a company of prophets coming down from the high place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before them; and they shall prophesy.”  Another key passage on this subject also relates to King Saul and is found in 1 Samuel 19:20, “And Saul sent messengers to take David: and when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed over them, the Spirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul . . . .”   It is interesting that there are two separate Hebrew words used in the two previously mentioned verses that are translated “company,” one means “to twist together” or to bind or band together,” thus a band of prophets.  The other simply means an assembly or gathering of the prophets.  When one puts the words together it gives us the idea that they where purposely brought together for a significant reason, it was not a coincidence that they were together.  


As Samuel presided over them, he no doubt had in mind his childhood.  As you remember Samuel was raised in the temple with Eli and was mentored by him.  Samuel recognized the impact of the ministry of Eli on his life and he knew that this was God’s method of training spiritual leaders. Therefore, he gathered to himself those who had this calling and poured his life into them.  Is this not the method of Jesus with his twelve disciples and did not Paul give this charge to Timothy “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” (2 Tim. 2:2 )   


The Church of God of the Mountain Assembly needs to look closely at these Biblical examples and follow this pattern, whether it would be that each pastor would gather to him those who need ministerial training or if it would be an educational institution; our up and coming ministers need guidance.  Recently, I spoke with a young minister who had relayed to his pastor that he felt the call of God to the ministry, he was given a date to preach in two weeks, the young man was on his own. Imagine given the awesome responsibility to preach God’s Word, how overwhelming it must have felt without anyone giving him any direction. No doubt some who are reading this might be thinking, “What’s wrong with that, it is how I started.” Honestly, wouldn’t you have appreciated someone who would have invested in your life by giving what they had learned from their experience and storehouse of wisdom, especially as you began to venture out unto ministry? By no means am I suggesting that prayer or the guidance of the Holy Spirit is not a necessity, it is, but as we have seen training and teaching has a major role in a spiritual leader’s life and we cannot let this go undone.

The other thing that we learn about the school of the prophets is that there were generally a large number of them that met together.  In 1 Kings 18:4, Obadiah is hiding prophets from Ahab and Jezebel and 100 of these men were divided in half and sent to hide in the caves. In Kings 22:6 there were about 400 prophets banded together and in 2 Kings 2:15 there were 50 in the company.  This simply teaches us that there were a great number who had it in their heart to serve God as a spiritual leader and they were willing to take a portion of time out of their life to be trained and taught.  


“We are educating our preachers straight into hell!” I was recently in a service where this statement was made, sure if liberal theology is taught I agree whole heartedly, but when the Bible is taught, the teachers are holy and the lost soul remains the primary objective, I believe that Christian training and teaching can and will make a significant impact on our churches and the communities that God has placed us in.

Next week we will continue to look at Part 2 of the Schools of the Sons of the Prophets, examining their headquarters, their teachers and their curriculum.
These groups or schools of the prophets had been established to teach the Israelites the revealed Word of God. Elijah was Elisha’s master in the sense of his being the younger prophet’s mentor.
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