Hell Disappeared and No One Noticed (Part 2)

In the last article, we discussed that down through the centuries there have been those who rejected the idea of a literal Hell, at least as the Bible clearly teaches. Universalism and annilhalationism are two of the prominent beliefs that are being taught today, unfortunately, even in “evangelical” churches. From the early church to our modern day preachers, Hell has been “under fire.”  The latest battle began in the 1960’s and many have revised or rejected what the Bible teaches on this vital subject.  


One important theme in the teachings of Jesus must be noted, Jesus spoke more about Hell to “Christians” than he did to the lost.  Why?  Instead of Hell being a fear tactic to cause people to turn to the Lord, which is still a good reason, Hell was spoken of to inspire Christians to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  As the Old Testament watchman on the wall, we must warn the lost of the approaching judgment and final destination of the soul that is without Christ.  Hell should create a burden that spurs us to overcome any obstacle to share our faith with another.


Researcher Kimon Howland Sargeant in his study of seeker sensitive churches writes, “today’s cultural pluralism fosters an under-emphases on the ‘hard sell’ of Hell while contributing to an overemphasis on the ‘soft sell’ of personal satisfaction through Jesus Christ.”  The bottom line of the issue of the avoidance of Hell is because of cultural pressure and political correctness. 

This rejection and revision of the historic doctrine of Hell comes at a great price as it affects many of the primary doctrines of our faith. The nature and attributes of God are distorted and incomplete without a proper Biblical view of Hell, as well as the Gospel. 

Charles Spurgeon told his young preachers that when they preach on Heaven that they should have a cheerful disposition and when they preach on Hell their regular disposition would do.  I get concerned about people who seem to be happy-go-lucky as they preach and receive preaching about this subject. We should recognize the horrors of Hell and it should cause us to cringe that a person would experience such an atmosphere. The temptation to “air condition” Hell remains because no one wants to imagine someone they care for would end up there. One person made a tremendous observation, “Could it be that the only result of attempts, however well meaning, to air condition Hell, is to ensure that more and more people will wind up there?”  We must continue to grip tightly to our Biblical teaching on the subject of Hell, which will continually be put to the test.  Hell may be denied and distorted, but it will not disappear.

