Jesus, Teaching at His Best

Matthew 22:17-22 (KJV)  

    Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? [18] But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? [19] Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. [20] And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? [21] They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. [22] When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way. 

Jesus borrowed money, a coin.  Yes, but only for a few brief moments for the purpose of illustrating a spiritual principle through an object lesson.  Once again, this is Jesus teaching at his best.  He knew that everyone does not learn alike.  Everyone who was listening to Him knew what the coin looked like and what was inscribed on the coin, yet he still asked for it. He had it passed through the audience until it came to Him and then He held it up and spoke of it, engaging the entire audience in this critical teaching moment. The Pharisees came to Jesus not to be taught a lesson but to entrap Jesus with their deceptive questions. When it was all done the entire crowd had been taught on three different learning levels.
As I mentioned not everyone learns alike, we are all different when it comes to being taught.  Some people are visual learners; they receive the most through being able to see the lesson in some form. Others are auditory learners, and they simply focus on the words of the speaker and receive truth.  The auditory listener focused on Jesus saying, “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.” Last of all, there is the tactile learner that is the “hands on” type of people who need their hands to feed their mind.  Jesus appealed to all three types of learners.  He held the coin up for all to see, he spoke of the coin and no doubt it was passed along from hand to hand to Jesus, or those who were present took out their own coin as He taught.

Every time you receive change from the clerk, when you empty your pockets or purse of your coins, or when you hear the sound of a dropped coin, let it remind you of this object lesson of Jesus that teaches us that not all students learn alike.  Most lessons in a church or Sunday School setting are geared to the auditory learner.  Of course, the younger the student the more variety that is involved in teaching, but don’t assume that just because someone is an adult they are automatically a listening learner.  
In our age of technology, communication is aimed at all three types of learners. Churches, teachers and pastors are realizing this more now than at anytime in the past. Media projectors have become prominent in all sizes of churches, showing visual images that otherwise could not be imagined.  Many churches incorporate visual aides in their lessons and sermons, some simplistic, and others are very elaborate.  We see this being practiced in numerous forms, from puppets with children, to simply providing the congregation with an outline of the sermon, to distributing a teaching aide to all who are present. 

Jesus asked for a coin from the crowd, involving them in the lesson.  I’m sure that those who were in attendance were reminded in the future of His teaching that day, especially the one who briefly surrendered their coin.  He could have used His own coin, or He did not even have to have a coin, but Jesus knew the most effective way to get the truth into the hearts of those who were “in class” that day.

One of God’s greatest attributes is His creativity, which is obvious, by not only looking at creation, but at one another.  Since we are made in the image of God each one of us have been given a measure of creativity.  Sometimes being creative can be challenging, but it is always worth the investment.  Even the smallest of things can help make an impact on a lesson or message.  At our Northern National Youth Rally last spring I preached holding a despicable, yet realistic looking, toy rat.  I’ve been reminded of it numerous times, especially by the youth who were present. No, it was not too complicated or complex, but there was just enough creativity to make an impact. At the same time I’ve watched (not just listened) to sermons where the entire stage was transformed into a teaching aide which has been indelibly imprinted in my memory.  
Jesus took advantage of every opportunity available in His teaching and preaching.  No doubt as He told a parable there was someone or something in the distance He could point to in way of illustration. Invest the time in making your lesson available to all three types of listeners, they will appreciate it, and the Word, in whatever form, will find a lodging place in the student’s heart.
