The John Parks Miracle
(The following is an excerpt from Luther Gibson’s book, History of the Church of God, Mountain Assembly, (1970.)


Basically, The Church of God, Mountain Assembly, like many other Pente​costal Organizations, is a continuation of the Great Revival that began at the early outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost, when the hundred and twenty were filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues as the spirit gave them utterance. The Church is built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone. Eph. 2:20.

At different times during the centuries great revivals were strengthened and controlled by the Holy Ghost, as it was poured out on the Day of Pentecost. The tendency of some then was to drift further into formalism, and a departure from the full Gospel. Within a generation or two after these refreshings, during the closing period of the nineteenth century, following a mighty wave of inter​cession produced by the Holy Ghost, and led by a number of Holy Men, mighty revivals swept many sections of the world, with an increasing cry to God, for another Pentecost.

So in the year of 1895, Rev. J. H. Parks, Rev. Steve Bryant, Tom Moses, William Douglas, and others that were affiliated with the United Baptist Church, of the South Union Association, began to preach Sanctificition, and living free from Sin. Many people believed the Doctrine, and accepted it; the leaders of the Baptist Association, said at that time, that men could not live without Sin. So in the year of 1903, they made an order in the Baptist Association, at the Bethel Church, in McCreary County, Kentucky, to exclude and call in, all credentials, of ministers that preached that men could be lost after Regeneration, and during this move they lost five or more churches.

Persecution began as in the days of the Apostles, and many of the ministers and Saints were whipped, and treated cruel, by the enemies of the Church, but they had power with God. At one of their meetings where Rev. J. H. Parks was preaching, there were men who came to the church with their knives and pistols for the purpose of breaking up the service. They planned to take Brother Parks out, and were threatening to kill him. When he got up to preach, he rebuked these men in the name of the Lord, and the Spirit of God caught him up against the ceiling of the church, and these men who had planned to do him harm, fell out as dead men and left.

When this organization was first organized, it did not go under the name of the MOUNTAIN ASSEMBLY. As the time of the organization, they did not know of any other church by the name of CHURCH OF GOD, so they carried that name until 1911. Other Churches began to appear here and there and the following year the Assembly was held back at Silers Chapel Church and in this Assembly of 1911, they adopted the name MOUNTAIN ASSEMBLY. You will find this reference in the 1911 minute book, with thirty-two delegates voting. They did this to identify themselves from the other Churches of God.
(The following is an excerpt from Michael Padgett’s book, Our Godly Heritage, 1995)


Their (Church of God, Mountain Assembly) doctrine was different. Their worship was different. Because of these differences, the new organization's churches were not well accepted in most areas. As a result, these churches were subject to persecutions that were severe at times. Rocks pelted at the church during services was a sight often seen. Through it all, however, the Lord kept His hand of protection upon those that trusted Him.

The persecution reached an unequaled climax one night at the Hackler Church in Lower Elk Valley (near Jellico, Tennessee). A group of three men brought weapons to the meeting that evening for the purpose of breaking up the service. There were even reports that these men were threatening the life of the pastor, Rev. J.H. Parks. But God intervened. When Rev. Parks rose to preach that evening, the power of God lifted Bro. Parks off the ground This sight was enough to deter the group of men. Tragedy soon struck these men, as one lost his speech, another went insane, and the third committed suicide.

It was also enough to make an impact on those who were at the service. Rev. Parks' wife, Rachel, who apparently thought the Lord was calling him home, cried out, "Lord, don't take him now!" Bro. Dan Moses, who was sitting near the pulpit when the event took place, used to testify of this sight sometime after it took place. He would tell the story with such emotion, that those in the congregation could know of the certainty of this event.   "And when he came down, he put his hand on my shoulder," he would testify.
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