FEED THE DOGS

Mark 7:24-30 (KJV)   SS  NT  10-10-10
I like this thought posted by Mike Atkinson in his daily email humor list some time ago. If you can start the day without caffeine; if you can get going without pep pills; if you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains; if you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles; if you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it; if you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time; if you can overlook it when those you love take it out on you when through no fault of yours something goes wrong; if you can take criticism and blame without resentment; if you can ignore a friend’s limited education and never correct him; if you can resist treating a rich friend better than a poor friend; if you can face the world without lies and deceit; if you can conquer tension without medical help; if you can relax without liquor; if you can sleep without the aid of drugs; if you can say honestly that deep in your heart you have no prejudice against creed, color, religion, or politics; then, my friend, you are almost as good as your dog. (Mike Atkinson, Mikey’s Funnies, 6-26-02, www.mikeysfunnies.com)

------------------

Whether we want to admit it or not, we all want to be included. We want to be where the happenings are. We want people to call us and let us know what’s going on. Even if we can’t make it, just the fact somebody call me and let me know, is good enough. We don’t like to be on the outside looking in. We all want to be at the party. We want to be a part of the happenings and going ons. 
However, sometimes we are not invited the party. We don’t make the cut. We are not in the “in crowd”, not on the A list. Maybe it’s because we don’t have the certain status or job, or know the right people. Maybe we don’t have the education or the wherewith all to get a RSVP invitation. Maybe we don’t attend the right social functions or in the right club. Maybe we don’t live in the right neighborhood or subdivision. Maybe it’s then that we are left out of the party.

And my sister and brothers, let us not be guilty of locking folk out of the church. Let not our ecclesiology be stained by the residue of selective inclusion. Let’s tell a dying humanity that Jesus died for all of us. Let’s tell the people that whosoever can come. Let’s tell the people, that Jesus is a heart fixer and a mind regulator. Let’s tell the people, that Jesus is a burden bearer and a heavy load sharer. Let’s tell the people that there is hope in your hell and mercy in your mess. Let’s tell people that Jesus is the savior for all humankind. Let’s tell the people, that Jesus lives and breathes right here today at Friendship Baptist Church. Let’s tell the people, that Jesus is on the main line, tell him what you want. Let’s tell the people that greater is the One that’s within you, than the one that’s in the world.

But the prevailing theology of Jesus’ day was that people who didn’t fit, who didn’t have the right status, the right position, and in the right condition, need not come to the party. There’s nothing that God will do for you, matter of fact, the reason you are in the condition that you are in is because God has not look favorably on you.
It is a sad fact when the church’s theology keep anyone out of the party, but it’s even a sadder fact when we keep ourselves out of the party. When we feel that we are unworthy or not good enough for the Lord of hosts, we keep ourselves out of the party.

---------------

On this journey He actually went out of Palestine, apparently for the only time. These events in Gentile territory are an appropriate sequel to Jesus’ teaching in verses 1-23 and a fitting preview of the proclamation of the gospel to the Gentile world (cf. 13:10; 14:9).  Jesus came to this area (about forty miles from Capernaum) so that He might have some privacy,
Phoenicia (now Lebanon), in which the city of Tyre was located, bordered on Galilee to the northwest.

7:24 Jesus traveled about 30 miles to Tyre and then went to Sidon. These were port cities on the Mediterranean Sea north of Israel. Both cities had flourishing trade and were very wealthy. They were proud, historic Canaanite cities.

In David’s day, Tyre was on friendly terms with Israel (2 Samuel 5:11), but soon afterward the city became known for its wickedness. Its king even claimed to be God (Ezekiel 28:1ff). Tyre rejoiced when Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 B.C., because without Israel’s competition, Tyre’s trade and profits would increase. It was into this evil and materialistic culture that Jesus brought his message. It is interesting that Jesus stressed the importance of inner purity just before visiting Tyre.

Jesus was deliberately withdrawing to the borders of Gentile country.

If “unclean” foods such as pigs and dogs were no longer unclean (Mark 7:16-19), neither were Gentiles.

Mark records three miracles that Jesus performed as He ministered to the Gentiles in the region of Tyre and Sidon. This is the only recorded instance of our Lord actually leaving Palestine. He was practicing what he had just taught the disciples: there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles, for all are sinners and need the Saviour.

Of the thirty-five recorded miracles in the Gospels, four directly involve women: the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law (Mark 1:30-31); the raising of the widow’s son (Luke 7:11-17); the raising of Lazarus (John 11); and the casting out of the demon as recorded here.

    [24] And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid. 
He went into a house "and did not want anyone to know it." This suggests that he went there to get out of the public eve, perhaps to rest and to prepare himself spiritually for what he knew lay ahead of him.

About 200 years before this, a Syrian ruler, Antioches Epiphanes tried to eradicate the Jewish race. He desecrated their temple by offering a pig on the altar. He outlawed circumcision and Sabbath keeping. He forced the Jews to eat pork under threat of torture and death. And since many Jews refused, he ended up slaughtering hundreds of them. Eventually, the priests organized an armed revolted against him, and with the threat of Rome looming on the horizon, he finally left the Jews alone. That’s why the Jews in Jesus day had such animosity towards these so-called “Greeks,” and especially towards Syrian “Greeks.”

[25] For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet: 
The woman had two strikes against her. First, she had a daughter with an unclean spirit. In the ancient world when a family member had an evil spirit, the whole family was shunned, sometimes feared and ostracized. Both the daughter and mother knew rejection and the deep emotions of it.


Second, the mother was a Greek, a Syrophenician or Canaanite by race. She was from one of the seven nations driven out of the land of Canaan in the Old Testament. They and the Jews were bitter enemies, ancestral enemies. They despised and hated each other. In approaching Jesus, she knew that she was coming to a Jew who was assumed to be her enemy.

The woman came to Jesus and worshipped Him as Lord. She called Him “Lord” before (Matthew 15:22), but now she took the one essential step: she worshipped Him as Lord.

But note a significant fact: Jesus let her come; He did not stop her. Others rejected her and her daughter and had nothing to do with them. She and her daughter stood alone in the world, rejected by all. Jesus needed rest and time alone with God, and the disciples objected to her (Matthew 15:23). But Jesus allowed her to interrupt Him.


“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

To begin with, her nationality was against her: she was a Gentile and Jesus was a Jew. Besides that, she was a woman, and society in that day was dominated by the men, Her sex was against her, for most Jewish rabbis paid little attention to women. Men in Jesus day just did not talk to women in public, except for their wives or daughters.  Satan was against her, for one of his demons had taken control in her daughter’s life. The disciples were against her; they wanted Jesus to send her away and let Him (and them) have some rest. For a time, it looked as though even Jesus was against her! It was not an easy situation, and yet she triumphed because of her great faith.
[26] The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.
7:24-26.  Jewish people did not expect much faith from pagans, especially from pagan women. Like Sidon, Tyre belonged to ancient Phoenicia, and the most prominent woman from Phoenicia in the Old Testament was the wicked Jezebel. But another Phoenician woman who petitioned Elijah in the same generation received God’s favor for her son (1 Kings 17:17-24).

Note the steps that the rejected must take in order to receive help. The rejected woman approached Jesus humbly (Mark 7:25); discussed her need with Him (Mark 7:26-28); persevered in asking for help (Mark 7:28); confessed her humble status or need (Mark 7:28); and then she received help (Mark 7:29-30).

No Jew was likely to enter Gentile areas. It should be noted that this event foreshadowed the spread of the gospel worldwide and God’s great desire for all barriers to be broken down (see outline—§Ephes. 2:11-18 and notes—§Ephes. 2:11-18; outline—§Ephes. 2:19-22 and notes—§Ephes. 2:19-22).

Tyre was the capitol of Phoenicia. (See note, Tyre—§Acts 21:1-3.) It was immediately north of Judaea, and Sidon was immediately north of its border

Mark 3:8 (KJV)  

    And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him. 


1.
Jesus listened to the cry of the rejected. The rejected woman “besought” (erōtaō PWS: 358), asked, begged Christ to heal her demon-possessed daughter. The word “besought” is in the Greek imperfect tense which means she kept on begging and begging. Note that Jesus kept on listening and listening.
He was both silent (Matthew 15:23) and pointed (Matthew 15:24, 26).

Intercession: a cry of need. The woman cried out for three things.


1.
She cried for mercy. No matter the need, Jesus can never turn from a desperate cry for His mercy. But two things are essential: one must cry for mercy, and one must cry to Him, the true Lord. Many cry, but not to Him.


2.
She cried for the Son of David to hear her (see Deeper Study #2—Matthew 15:22).


3.
She cried not for herself, but for another person, her daughter. The woman had a desperate need—her daughter was under the power of Satan.

See Matt. 15  She truly loved another person, her own daughter. She loved so deeply that she considered her daughter’s problem her own: “Have mercy on me,” she cried. Her love was much more than the normal love or sympathy.

How many loved ones would have their needs met if we interceded for them as this woman did for her daughter?

I can hear her saying, “I know this isn’t protocol, I know I am not supposed to be doing this. I know I could get into trouble. I know that people think I am crazy. I tried everything that I know how. I know that I probably look bad right now, hair all over my head, no make-up on, in some old dress, but Lord I need you right now! I don’t care who sees me. I don’t care who knows about it. I don’t care what people say about me. I don’t care what might happen. Lord, I need help and I need it right now!

Jesus has left the door slightly open. Jesus says “First let the children eat”. A line of priority is set, yet the line is not limited. First the children … then the rest. Another opening is created when Jesus calls the woman a dog – it is not as degrading as it first seems for it is used to describe a lap or house dog. This dog sits under the table licking the crumbs that fall. By doing this the children are fully feed while the dog does not go hungry – the meal is not even interrupted.

 [27] But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.
We may paraphrase her reply: “It is true that we Gentiles do not sit at the table as children and eat the bread. But even the pet dogs under the table can eat some of the crumbs!”

The contrast is between the privileged position of Israel ("children") and the less privileged Gentiles ("little dogs").

Worthless food would be cast to the dogs (cf. Exodus 22:31). In Jewish Palestine, dogs were regarded as scavengers, but in well-to-do households influenced by Greek custom (more familiar to the Syrophoenician woman), dogs were sometimes pets. Jesus is making an illustration: the children must be fed before the pets, and the Jewish people therefore had first claim (e.g., Exodus 4:22).

2.
Jesus stressed the need for humility to the rejected. Jesus said two things to the woman—two things that are often thought to be harsh; therefore, what He said needs to be clearly understood.

a.
Jesus said, “Let the children first be filled” (Mark 7:27). He was saying, “The Jews, the first children of God, must first be reached.” There was no rejection whatsoever in this statement to the woman. It was merely a statement of fact. Jesus had come primarily to the house of Israel while on earth.

The woman needed to learn that there was only one true religion and one true Messiah. She was a Greek from a proud pagan society. She had been and probably was a worshipper of false gods;

b.
Jesus also said, “It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs” (Mark 7:27). These words could be interpreted as harsh except for one thing: Jesus never spoke harshly or rejected anyone who came to Him with a desperate need and had the potential of trusting Him as Lord. So, whatever happened, we know the words were not meant to be words of harshness or rejection.


What, then, did they mean? Again, Jesus had to move the woman forward in faith and in understanding who He was: the Lord and Master of everyone’s life, not just of the Jews. He was not just the Son of David. He had to teach her that salvation was of the Jews, and that He was that Salvation—the Master of all lives. He was telling her that “it was not right to take the bread of the gospel that belonged to the true worshippers of God and give it to the dogs, that is, the heathen.

 [28] And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs.
7:27-28 Dog refers to little dogs or house pets, not outdoor scavengers. Jesus was saying that his first priority was to provide food for the children (teach his disciples), not to allow pets to interrupt the family meal.

(7:27) Dog: was usually a symbol of dishonor—referring to the wild scavenging dogs of the streets. Calling people dogs in the day of Jesus was a common practice. Paul called the Judaizers who hounded and persecuted believers dogs (Phil. 3:2). Jews sometimes called Gentiles dogs as a term of contempt and insult. A Gentile was a Gentile dog, an infidel dog, or a Christian dog. However, note this: the word for dog used by Jesus is not the dog of the street, but of the house pet. This, as well as the tone of His voice, apparently took any contemptuous sting out of the word. This seems clear by the woman’s persistence in seeking help. Jesus’ use of the word was evidently to stir and test her sincerity and persistence

Time and again non-Jews in the Old Testament received an extra measure of this blessing which was promised through Abraham. There was Ruth, Rahab, the widow of Zarephath, Naaman and others. All of these were recipients of blessings from the hand of God, blessing which pointed to greater kingdom blessings to come.

The first time she cried for help, the mother addressed Jesus as “Son of David,” a Jewish title; but the next time she cried out for help, she simply said, “Lord, help me” (Matt. 15:25). It was then that Jesus spoke about feeding the children (Israel) first and not throwing their food to “the little pet puppies.” Jesus was not calling the Gentiles “dirty scavenger dogs” as did many of the proud Jews; He was giving her hope, and she took hold of it.

The period immediately following the birth of the Jerusalem church saw the time of Israel's opportunity when the children `first' would be fed; but this is no exclusive right belonging to the Jews.

 [29] And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.
7:29 This miracle shows that Jesus’ power over demons is so great that he doesn’t need to be present physically in order to free someone. His power transcends any distance

 [30] And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed. 

One things rises above all others in the experience of this mother. She believed Jesus could meet her need, and she would not let Him go until he had met her need. Her belief was so strong she would not quit despite being met with silence, irritation, opposition, apparent rebuff, and being told that she was undeserving (see note—§Matthew 15:23-24; note—§Mark 7:25). There is no way to say it except “O woman, great is thy faith.”
Imagine this also. She believed Jesus’ power could overcome space and time. Her daughter was back home! What enormous faith!


But note a crucial point. Her faith in Jesus’ power, as great as it was, was not enough. Her faith was not what caused Jesus to answer her prayer. What caused Jesus to answer her prayer was her personal humility (surrender) and worship of Him as Lord. Jesus answers the prayer and exercises His power in behalf of those who (1) surrender (humble) themselves to Him and (2) worship Him as Lord.
-----------------------

It is significant that the two times in the Gospel record when Jesus commended “great faith,” He was responding to the faith of Gentiles and not Jews: this Syrophoenician woman and the Roman centurion (Matt. 8:5-13). It is also worth noting that in both situations, Jesus healed at a distance, suggesting the spiritual distance between Jews and Gentiles at that time (Eph. 2:11-22). Finally, the people of Tyre and Sidon were not known for their faith (Matt. 11:21-22), yet this woman dared to believe that Jesus could deliver her daughter.

Great faith is faith that takes God at His Word and will not let go until God meets the need. Great faith can lay hold of even the slightest encouragement and turn it into a fulfilled promise. “Lord, increase our faith.”

What is great faith? The steps taken by this dear woman tell us.

1)
It is a desperate cry of need (Matthew 15:22).

2)
It is a persistence that will not quit (Matthew 15:23-24).

3)
It is a spirit that worships Jesus as Lord (Matthew 15:25).

4)
It is a spirit of humility and surrender to the Lord (Matthew 15:26-27).

5)
It is a faith that receives its request (Matthew 15:28).

There is a difference in the way people seek Jesus and pray.

1)
There is the prayer of chance or of no expectancy. Many people pray this way. They pray because they think God just might hear. They are not quite sure—they cannot point to any (and certainly not to many) instances when He really did answer, but they pray anyway just in case He might hear.

2)
There is the prayer of persistence or perseverance, the prayer that will not take “no” or silence for an answer. This was the woman’s prayer. She truly loved her daughter and she was desperate. She knew Jesus was her only hope, so she would not quit. She would not be discouraged by anything—not by silence, not by an objection, not even by an apparent rebuff.

There is a great lesson here for believers. The woman was a heathen, yet she knew and did something that so many of us have never learned.


“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8; cp. Luke 18:1-6).


“But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul” (Deut. 4:29).


“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).


“Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore” (Psalm 105:4).
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