




Growing Pains

Thesis: For the church to be sound and healthy there must be a solid biblical structure in place that allows each individual member to fulfill their unique role in the body of Christ.
Introduction:  The infant church was experiencing growing pains, just like children do often in the middle of night their legs begin hurting.  Most growth occurs in one’s infancy and childhood, the church is no different in its infancy.  My daughter Christa experienced severe pain in her legs as a child while she slept, and the doctor attributed this phenomenon to growing pains.

The early church in Acts was experiencing staggering growth as Luke recorded the numbers. 

Luke was tracking the growth:  
3,000 souls on the day of Pentecost  Acts 2:41






5,000 men  Acts 4:4  






Multitudes, both men and women  Acts 5:14 (It is estimated that at 





the least there were 20,000 believers at this point just in 






Jerusalem.)

Today we will see in this passage the whining widows, the disciples decision, the diligent deacons and the indisputable increase.

I.  The Whining Widows  :1

Acts 6:1    And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 

A.  The problem was twofold:



1.  The minority was not receiving the same treatment as the majority



2.  The minority was viewed as a second class Jewish Christian

`


a.  We must remember that the first few years of the church almost all Christians 



      were Jewish converts.  




b.  Acts 1:8  Jerusalem first, the book of Acts is divided in the outline according 



     to this verse.




c.  The Jews were scattered throughout the earth as a result of numerous countries 



     conquering them and carrying them away as slaves or servants.

B.  Two types of Jews - Hebrew and Hellenists



1.  Palestinian and Jerusalem Jews – those who prided themselves on the fact that they 


     had no foreign mixture  or influence in their lives.  They spoke both Greek and 


    Aramaic.  Read Hebrew OT



2.  Foreign Jews  -  these were people who had came to Jerusalem for Pentecost and as a 


     result of the birth of the church and the outpouring of the spirit they decided to stay in 


     Jerusalem and there were numerous widows who lived outside of the country who 


     returned I the latter years because there was a false Jewish tradition that said if you 


    were not buried in Jerusalem or Israel your eternity would be in jeopardy.  Many of 


    these only spoke Greek and the language fro the country they were from. 2nd class

                Israelites. These read the Septuagint.

Illustration:  Palestinian rabbis eventually provided further theological incentive to immigrants; according to one common tradition, the dead would be resurrected only in Israel, so the righteous dead of other lands would have to roll the whole way back to Israel underground, and this was thought to be a very unpleasant experience.) Thus a disproportionate number of foreign Jewish widows lived in Jerusalem, which did not have enough foreign Jewish synagogues (Acts 6:9) for their distributors of charity to supply all the widows adequately. This urban social problem of Jerusalem spilled over into the church.


C.  Daily ministration -  Jewish custom, two people would go  from house to house collecting for 
      the needy and distributing it.  If someone was completely unable to take care of themselves 
  
      they would receive money or meals, 14 a week, or two meals a day.  It was called the Basket, 
      the collection for those who were not so desperate was called the Tray.



1.  The Gentiles did little to take care of the widows in that time



2.  The Christian church had adopted this custom, as the Old and New Testament both 


     remind us to care for those less fortunate.  The widow was the easiest group to oppress 

     in those days.


D.  The Real Problem 



1. Satan’s first attempt to stop the church was persecution, but it only caused a greater 


    determination of the apostles to preach the gospel.



2. Satan’s second attempt was to bring sin into the church (Ananias and Sapphire), it was 


    dealt with and the church began to be respected and continued to grow. It produced an 


    even purer church.  



3.  His third attempt is to bring division and dissention from within (Acts 6).  This came 


     the closest of the other tries to hindering the work of the church.




a.  Spiritual warfare and the enemy try to bring division.




b.  The focus was being taken of the world, the external and put upon themselves, 



      the internal, a church will never grow or reach the lost under those 



   
      circumstances.




c.   Unity  =  Power  =  Testimony to the world  =  Salvation




d.  The culture was such that there was many divisions and this was trying to 


                 creep into the church. 





e.  Cliques and groups are dangerous. There are sins common to cliques that must   

    


     be guarded against, the sins of...





being exclusive and shutting others out.





feeling superior and above others.





believing one has more rights than others.





thinking one is due more attention than others.

II.  The Disciples Decision  :2-4

A.  The Distraction :2

[2] Then the twelve, (a title used by Luke of the disciples, only once in Acts but 6 times in Luke)  called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables (could mean both a place for food and a place of money matters). 


1.  The disciples were doing too much



2.  The disciples let their priorities (primary order) get out of order, problems always 


     and eventually surface when priorities are out of order.  


B. The Delegating  :3  

[3] Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 



1.  D.L. Moody said “It is better to put ten men to work than to do the work of ten men.”



2.  Church polity or government is vital and a structure in place makes everything run 


     smoother and opens the door for ministry opportunities for everyone in the church.



     The multitude chose the seven and the disciples gave them the authority to function in 


     this capacity.



3.  There must be a balance between a formal structure and the flow of the Spirit.



4.  God is a God of organization but if we structure with out the leading of the 



     Spirit it becomes the work of man’s ingenuity. 



5.  This is the first unofficial work of the office in the church called the deacon, this 


     became official later in the church according to the writings of the apostle Paul.  



6.  Qualifications for these men are given here  (Paul gives a list in 1 Tim. 3:8-13




a.  Why seven?  “7”  number of completion -   This is what they needed - practical




b.  Honest report – men of integrity




c.  Full of the Holy Ghost -  controlled by the Spirit of God  -  fully yielded to the 
  
    

     Spirit




d.  Full of Wisdom  -  knowledge of God and His word and how to apply it.




e.  From among them  -  familiar with and a believer/had to be men

C.  The Decision  :4

[4] But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 


 
1. Balance must be given as these two necessities are inseparable.




a.  One person said “Study yourself to death and pray yourself back to life again.”




b.  This is the combination of talking to God and He talks to us.





2.  Note the word “continually” ( PWS: 1678). It means to continue 




     stedfastly; to persevere; to continue on and on, sticking to it. The minister is to pray 




     and pray and study and study and share and share, preaching and teaching the Word—




     without letting up. He is to be stedfast, persevering, continuing on and on in both 




     prayer and in the Word. 



3.  “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 


      abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 


      not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

III.  The Diligent Deacons  :5-6  
[5] And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen  (name means “victor’s crown”), a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: [6] Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. 

A.  Everyone was happy



1.  This was an accusation (:1) against leadership.   When accused there is often a cornel 


     of truth somewhere in the problem.  What is the truth? 



a.  How Does Leadership Respond when accused so harshly?

(1)  Authoritative  -  We are the apostles do what we say…

(2)  Defensive  -  Hey, there are only 12 of us, come on…

(3)  Dictatorial – Here is the solution to the problem….

(4)  Ignore – Oh, their just whining all they do is complain…blow it off as

(5)  Proper

(a) Acknowledge

(b) Expand Ministry, prayer and ministry (diakonea) the word (once again a word play)  Food is the issue, spiritual and physical

(c) Make members participate,  you choose… How did they choose, we do not know. Deliberate ambiguity

(d)Provide guidelines

(e)Prayed and laid hands on them, commissioned them to serve.




2.  This problem exposed the real problem.  The real problem was that people 



     were serving in areas that were outside of God’s boundaries for their lives.


B.  The Chosen


1.  All 7 men had Greek names and it is thought that they were the Grecian Jews, for this 


     to please the multitude shows the solidarity and unity of the church. 



2.  Now they were being charged but after the ordaining service, they were to minister to 


     the flock of God and meet the flock’s day to day needs



3.  The Process




1.  Identification




2.  Affirmation




3.  Support of the disciples for their ministry

Illustration:  The laying on of hands communicated blessing in the Old Testament (still occasionally attested in the apostolic period), but the idea here seems to be that of ordination, as in Numbers 27:18, 23 (cf. Acts 11:25), similar to the later practice for ordaining rabbis, called semikah (cf. 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6). (Rabbis applied this rite of laying on hands only to sacrifices and to ordaining scholars.) If so, the apostles considered their friends’ office of social ministry quite important.

(Luke’s wrap up of the Gospel in Jerusalem, this is a transition point) 

IV.  An Indisputable Increase   :7

[7] And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 


A.  The results when handled the right way, Word increased, disciples multiplied, priests turned 

      to the faith


B.  Luke gives a summary at various places as he writes the Book of Acts and this is one.  6:7. 
  
      This verse contains another of Luke’s progress reports.



1.  “a great company of priests”  -  There were approximately 8,000 priests who were 


     attached to the temple ministry, there must have been a large number for it to be 


     significant enough to record in his book.  





2.  Note the words, they “were obedient to the faith.” They were obedient in both 



                  receiving Christ and in following Christ. They embraced the gospel and lived the 




     gospel.

Conclusion:  Luke is getting ready to bring us into phase two of the plan of God, Judea, and as it continues the believers will expand and the necessity for church structure becomes even more apparent.  This was a vital step in the foundation of structure that would be necessary for them to build upon.


1.  Pastors must be freed to spend time in prayer and the Word 


2.  This happens when each person finds their place in the body of Christ.
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