Proceed with Caution

A Special Message for Teachers and Preachers

James 3:1  My brethren, be not many masters, {teachers} knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation  {stricter judgement}.

In the days of the early church it was considered one of the highest honors to be a teacher or a preacher.  In today’s society we place people on a pedestal because of their athletic ability, their income, their looks or etc.  Many of the early church were Jewish Christians.  The same thing happened in the Jewish culture.  One of the highest positions one could attain was that of Rabbi.  A rabbi was considered a master teacher.  The literal definition for the word rabbi is “The Great One.”

You could only imagine how that would affect your ego; constantly being called “the great one.”  After a short period of time a person would succumb to the temptation and would actually begin to belief that they are "the great one." 

James, chapter three, is a very well known passage of Scripture that deals with the subject of the tongue.  But we forget that although this passage can be applied in many ways its primary message was to the teacher and preacher.  Our words and life have a great influence on those who hear our message.  I see four things that I believe James is asking us to consider in this entire third chapter as we “proceed with caution” in the teaching and preaching ministry.

1. Realize that you are accepting a great responsibility.  Jesus said it best when He said, “to whom much is given, much is required.”  

2. Make sure your words and life are consistent and not contradictory.  I have always required three things from those who preach and teach in this church family:  

A. Character  -  The life of a teacher and preacher should be one that is lived “blameless” and with exemplary standards.   They must set a solid example in being faithful in attending the worship services of the church and supporting the church consistently with their tithe and offerings.

B. Competence  -  The teacher and preacher should be a mature Christian who is willing to

      pay the price of preparation and must maintain a teachable spirit. 

C.  Chemistry  -  -  The teacher or preacher must work in harmony with the church and    

      the pastor, always showing a Christian attitude and a spirit of unity in the church family.  

3. Understand the power of influence.  Our words can give life or they could cause great damage  

      and pain.  Never under estimate the power of influence. 

4. Wisdom must be exercised continually.  James explains to us that he is not talking about

       earthly wisdom but the wisdom that “is from above.”  He told us in the first chapter that we    

       should ask God for it and he would freely give it.

God takes His Word very seriously and requires those who are His messengers to proceed with caution and with the understanding that the very eternal destiny is at stake for those who watch and hear us.

