Seventh Day Adventist

Advent = Arrival

12.9 million members worldwide  2005,  15,000 ordained ministers, 53,000 churches, 5,600 schools, colleges and universities, 166 hospitals and sanatoriums, 56 publishing houses

Scripture that refutes their teaching  -  Acts 15, Galatians, Hebrews

Acts 15:1 (KJV)  

    And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

Acts 15:19-20 (KJV)  

    Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: [20] But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 

These are not requirements for salvation but given to keep peace in the family of God

First let me say that there is a debate among whether the fact that they are a cult or not.  There is no doubt true blue Christians in the SDA movement.  There has been a modern day shift toward mainstream Christianity.  The bottom line is do they accept other text as inspired and do they trust in Christ and his grace alone.

The Great Disappointment

The Advent theology began in Britain and Europe, with great emphasis put on Daniel and Revelation, and the ideas came across the Atlantic and became the focal point of many Christians.

Many scholars developed a time line from Daniel and Revelation and they calculated that Christ was to return around 1843.  William Miller, a Baptist minister from New York, in the year 1818, he concluded a study that produced the dates March 21, 1843 to March 21, 1844, Christ was coming.  .

Dan. 9:24-27   70 weeks  =   490 years  beginning at the reign of king Artaxerxes (Ezra 7)

457 BC   add the 490 years it takes us to Christ’s death in AD33

Dan. 8:14   2300 days  =  2300 years their would be a cleansing of the temple  =  return of Christ,  going from 457 BC  that brings you to 1843

What does the Bible say?  Matt.  24:36, 42, 44, 25:13, Mark 13:33, Acts 1:7

Miller verses Scripture

Miller had a reputation of being an honest and upright man; he was simply a good man who was deceived. 

Miller and his followers became humiliated, ridiculed and fell into utter despair.   He admitted his error.

Some of his followers went back to the drawing board and said that the date was missed by seven months so they re-dated the coming of the Lord for Oct. 22, 1844.

This became the Great disappointment of 1844!  Great confusion resulted, God is not the author of confusion.  

William Miller was never a SDA and later said he had no confidence in the new theories of the SDA, but out of these events the SDA was born.  

Three Groups that Brought about the Formation of the SDA  (each with their distinctive doctrine)

1. Hiram Edson   -  On October 23, 1844, the day after the Great disappointment was going home, the back-way though fields because of the ridicule he would receive,  was walking through a cornfield when he claims to have received a revelation.  The revelation was that there were two phases of Christ’s ministry in the Heaven of heavens, the Holy place and the Holy of Holies and on that day instead of coming back to earth he entered the holy of holies where he had a work to perform before he could return.   Christ cleansed a sanctuary but not one on earth but in Heaven. They call this “investigative judgment.”  Christ in now their reviewing the cases of believers to determine their worthiness for Heaven. When he is finished he will come and bring judgment upon the world which will usher in the second advent of Jesus. 

(They believed the sins moved from the people to the altar then on the Day of atonement they would be transferred to the scapegoat which one leader in the early days taught was the devil.  Many refute that belief today) 

They transferred the OT ceremony to the NT, taking the Book of Hebrews literally, which was written as types, shadows and patterns.  

Ellen White says that Miller had some slight miscalculations and was wrong in what they meant and that he error was a blessing because it brought about this new discovery. 


This allowed them to “save face, humiliation and embarrassment.”

2. Joseph Bates  -  Following the Great Disappointment, he began to teach the Sabbath as a divine institution ordained in Eden, prefigured in creation, and is supported at Sinai.  Sabbatarianism became a major influence.

He taught that the 144,000  were those who observed the Sabbath and kept the commandments of God, the were the ones who were sealed by God.  

Billboards down south that say worship on Sunday is of the antichrist.

This doctrine tied together the sanctuary teaching to the Sabbath teaching.

3.  Ellen G. White  -  An emphasis was also put on the “spirit of prophecy” form Rev.    

19:10.  White was recognized by the group as the possessor of the spirit of prophecy.  She had many visions that affirmed the doctrine of the SDA.  

She followed the Milllerite movement and had two visions of her leading people to the city of God and of her being rejected yet she had to share her visions.  

(Discuss the difference between cultic visions and Pentecostal visions)

She had a vision in 1845 that confirmed the teaching of the sanctuary and said she was taken to heaven and saw the Ark and the 10 commandments. A halo encircled the 4th commandment Sabbath.

She became the glue that put it all together.

When these three came together it launched the SDA movement, called by others Sabbath-seekers, although the name SDA did not come until 1860 at a conference in Battlecreek, Michigan.  In 1903  the HQ was transferred to Takoma Park, Maryland, just outside of Washington D. C.  In 1989 they oved HQ to Silver Springs, Maryland.  

A famous SDA is John Kellogg, Kellogg’s Cereal Comp.

Branch Davidians were an offshoot of SDA

There has been an unrest in many of the theologians in SDA over the past couple of decades.  Some major teachers leaving because of their disagreements.  

These three doctrines, S. S. S. Sanctuary, Sabbath and Spirit of Prophecy came together and launched the SDA.

An interesting thing is that in that day the vast majority of denominations believed in either amillennism or postmillennialism, and they were premillennialist, they were looked upon as peculiar for holding that belief.  Most today are premillennialist.

Just like any denomination or belief system there are those associated with it who may believe differently than the mainstream, and that is the case in the SDA.  There are those who are considered “evangelical Adventists.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Education, Missions and Evangelism are major themes.

On the surface the teachings are very similar in many ways on many issues

3ABN  very similar to any other Christian TV, music… 

Teachings

Bible

The revealed, inspired and infallible Word of God, but  the call the teachings of White as “inspired councils of the Lord.”  The claim that her teaching are harmonious with the Bible.  She states that they need her added testimonies to understand the Bible. Some SDA  give her the equal footing, some do not.

Trinity, Creation, Holy Spirit, 2nd coming, Baptism and Communion.

They basically believe as most fundamental Christians do.  

Jesus

For the most part the same, He is divine, their was controversy at one time  in that many thought they taught that Christ sinned but they now deny that, although at one time it appeared that it was taught.  

White taught that in Jesus’ preexistence he was Michael but there is great controversy among themselves to this question.

Forgiveness of sins

Forgiveness comes at confession but sins are not blotted out until Christ investigates your record.  If worthy, your sin is put on the scapegoat, Satan who carries your sin away.  Satan is involved in atonement and w/o him no salvation.  The all-sufficiency of Christ is compromised.  Again there is controversy on this subject.

All 10 commandments are in affect, Jesus said all hangs on 2 commandments…

Investigative judgment problems

1. Dan. 8:14 is misinterpreted

2. OT sacrificial system and Christ’s relationship to it is misunderstood.

3. Forgiveness and blotting out  is foreign to Scripture

4. Confuses the Law and the Gospel   -  gospel imputes righteousness, under SDA teachings not possible, removes sin but does not add righteousness

5. No church fathers or NT writers ever referred to it.

Because this process may not take place until many years after a person dies they believe in an unconscious soul sleep.

Sabbath

An ultimatum from God, Jesus worshipped on the Sabbath and it is a sin not to

1. Jesus rose on the 1st day  -  John 20:19-20

2. Holy Spirit came on the 1st day  p-  Acts 2:1-4

3. First sermon and converts were on the 1st day, obvious this was a form of worship activities

4. The Lord’s Day  =  1st day

5. Paul advised to have the collection on the 1st day

6. 8  =  # of new beginnings, old week refers to the fulfillment of OT

7. Heb. 4:4-8 teaches that Christ himself is the Sabbath

8. Matt. 12:1-8   -  Sabbath for man, not man for Sabbath

9. Col. 2:16-17  No holy days, we can worship everyday  Gal. 4:9-11, Rom. 13:8-10

If you worship on Sunday you have the mark of the beast, only the teachings of a  few, off the mainstream.

Hell

They believe in annihilation

Church  -  They are the remnant people with a truer expression of truth.  They forbid drinking, smoking, and certain foods are forbidden in the dietary Laws of the OT.  
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