Teaching That Makes a Difference

It is Sunday morning and little Johnny and Suzi are awakened by mom’s tender voice that whispers in their ear, “Honey, it is time to get ready for Sunday School.”  One child can’t find a shoe, the other is missing the matching sock, and at the last moment there is a scramble for the door as the family heads out the drive to one of the most important events that will shape a child’s life, Sunday School.  Yes, I said one of the most important events in a child’s life.  One may ask, “But it is only an hour a week, how could it be so important?”  Most children will spend about 3-5 hours a day watching the television, most will spend their day in a public school setting where there are negative influences surrounding them.  This is the reason why the time spent in a Christian Education class (aka Sunday school class) is so important.   

For you, the teacher, this should also be the most important hour of your week.  You have one hour a week to make an impact on your student.  How important it is to share the Bible stories and to give knowledge concerning God’s Word.  Christian Education includes giving the facts, cognitive learning, but it goes far beyond that.  The word education itself comes from the Latin word ducere which means “to bring up (as in a child), to train or to nourish.  When the prefix e accompanies the word it means, “to lead out.”  Therefore Christian education gives us the idea of bringing up, training, nourishing and leading out, which as you can see is more than just the giving of facts.  We now can begin to see ourselves as one who gives direction to one who is aimlessly wandering about, as one who is giving nourishment to one who is spiritually experiencing malnutrition and as a trainer who is preparing one for an important task.  Your value as a teacher is immeasurable!  Do not under estimate the significance of your calling and the influence you have in a student’s life.

We have one hour a week to make a difference.  What can we do to make it the best hour of the student’s week?  

1.       Preparation  -  Beginning on Monday  read over your materials and throughout the week meditate on

            your subject.  As the week progresses, look for the Bible principles you will teach in the everyday 

            experiences of your life.  Your students would much rather see God’s Word at work in your life than

            to hear you share an illustration from your lesson materials.            

2. Prayer  - Spend time each day mentioning your students by name to our Heavenly Father.  Pray their personal needs and do not fail to ask them the following week as to the results of their situation.  Let them know that your are praying for them.  I believe prayer is one of the greatest expressions of love that can be shown to someone.  Specifically pray for that one-hour of class time that it will be fruitful.

3. Creativity  - God has given us five senses.  Unfortunately in a classroom setting we generally may

            only appeal to the sense of hearing.   Although it may take a little more time and effort, work at  

            creating an atmosphere that is personal and interesting to your students.  Sometimes we put ourselves

 in a box that limits our creativity.  Be open to methods that will enhance your teaching.

4. Training  - The best teacher is first a good student.  I recently asked a pastor if they would be

            interested in attending a training seminar.  He responded by saying, “I’ve been in this for a long time,          

            I‘ve seen and heard most everything.”  Yes, training is about the possibility of learning a new concept  

           or method.  Yet, more than that, training affects your heart, your spirit, your attitude and your vision. 

           It is about being around others who have walked where you walk and who have faced the same   

           struggles you face.  It is about realizing there are others who teach from week to week who can

           identify with you.  It is about being refreshed and inspired.  Training is about you going back to your

          class and your church and being prepared to make a difference.  

This Sunday little Johnny and Suzi, along with Mom and Dad will be making their way to your church.  They will spend an hour in your class.  If throughout the week that hour has been special to you, when they leave they will spend their week thinking about how special it was to them. 

