The Devil’s Device

Luke 17:1-4 (KJV)  

    Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! [2] It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. 

    [3] Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. [4] And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. 
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 skan'-dal-on; (“scandal”); probably from a derivative of Greek 2578 (kampto); a trap-stick (bent sapling), i.e. snare (figurative cause of displeasure or sin) :- occasion to fall (of stumbling), offence, thing that offends, stumblingblock.  (entrapment)

The purpose of the rap his to steal your freedom and hinder your progress, with the eventual purpose of destroying and consuming you.

Trap must have two characteristics:

1. Hidden

2. Bait

Satan is shrewd, crafty, deceptive and subtle, appears as an angel of light.

The problem is not the offense, As the Scripture said it is impossible to avoid them, it is when we take the bait that the trap snaps and the pain begins.  Anger, strife, jealousy, bitterness, resentment, hatred, insults, wounds, division, betrayal and backsliding all occur and are a few of the results.

The difference between this trap and that of an animal is that an animal knows he is in trouble while Satan often blinds people so that they do not even realize their predicament.

An animal in a caught in a trap is extremely dangerous, hurt people, hurt people!

How you respond will determine your destiny!  

Truly caring for and loving someone is the reason an offense comes.  Someone I don’t know well says something offensive to me it is like water of a duck’s back, no problem and I go through the daily routine.  

Zech. 13:6 (KJV)  

    And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. 

Psalm 55:12-14 (KJV)  

    For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from him: [13] But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. [14] We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company. 

Psalm 55:20-21 (KJV)  

    He hath put forth his hands against such as be at peace with him: he hath broken his covenant. [21] The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords. 

Commentators speculate that the occasion was Ahithophel’s treachery (2 Sam. 15:31), but this is far from certain.

2 Samuel 15:31 (KJV)  

    And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

Or it could be when Saul or Absalom turned against David

David can bear Shimei who throws stones at David but not his close companion’s betrayal.

You expect more from them, you give yourself to them, you invest in them, and the higher the expectation the greater the fall.

My experience with 3 young ministers

History shows that the bloodiest wars are civil wars and the court system shows that the most bitter contests are broken marriages.

Even though Jesus said “impossible” we still are surprised and struggle with the response when it happens to us.

Selfishness or selflessness is the key


2 Tim. 3:2  men be lover’s of themselves…

2 Tim. 2:24-26 (KJV)  

    And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, [25] In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; [26] And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 

2 Tim. 2:24-26 (NLT)  

    The Lord's servants must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone. They must be able to teach effectively and be patient with difficult people. [25] They should gently teach those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people's hearts, and they will believe the truth. [26] Then they will come to their senses and escape from the Devil's trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants
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 pag-ece'; from Greek 4078 (pegnumi); a trap (as fastened by a noose or notch); figurative a trick or strategem (temptation) :- snare.

Pride becomes a cloak that blinds us to the truth, we think we have dealt with the offense when often we masked it and continued on.

Pride continually reminds you that you have been wrong, you are a victim…someone owes you or someone has to pay for this travesty of injustice.

We carry hidden resentment under layers of insensitive skin that has been hardened by the pain.

Rev. 3:14-20

Rev. 3:17-19 (KJV)  

    Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: [18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. [19] As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 

Their problem was pride and their pride blinded them to reality!

1. Buy Gold from God

A. Buy = it is going to cost you something, a price will be paid

B. Gold tried in the fire is refined gold, it is soft and pliable and free from corrosion and impurities (The higher the % of foreign substances the harder it is. 

C. A pure heart is soft and pliable, tender

D. Hebrews 3:13 (KJV)  

     But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through  

     the deceitfulness of sin.  
E. The refining process

1. Grind the gold into powder

2. Mix in flux

3. Put into the furnace with intense heat

4. The alloys and impurities are drawn to the flux and they rise to the surface, the heavier gold sinks to the bottom.

5. The dross is removed

Isaiah 48:10 (KJV)  

    Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 

1 Peter 1:7 (KJV)  

    That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

God often uses the heat, the trials to separate the impurities such as unforegiveness, strife, bitterness anger and the such from us. 

Sin easily hides where there is no heat of trials.

It is under the heat of trials that sin is exposed so that it can be dealt with

2. Anoint your eyes with eye salve

Yield to the Holy Spirit, his job is to show us our sin so we can recognize it, deal with it and then see yourself as you really are

We spend more time trying to get the splinter out of another’s eye than the log in our eye…

Matthew 24:10-13 (KJV)  

    And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. [11] And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. [12] And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. [13] But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

This passage refers to the season of the end times and a characteristic that will show forth is that offenses will abound. 

Who is Jesus referring to?  Unbelievers, Christians, or both?

Love  =  agape, almost always referring to Christian love, God’s love

What causes the love to grow cold?  Offenses and their aftermath

Proverbs 18:19 (KJV)  

    A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle. 

Walls of a city

1. Protection

a. invaders

b. unwanted inhabitants

c. delinquent tax payers

d. Threat to health or safety of the city

Solomon is saying that when someone is offended they build walls around them and shut everyone else out, they refuse to put themselves in the position to be hurt again.

No access unless all debts are paid…

Not only does an offended person shut others out but they will not go outside the walls of that city, and what was built for protection becomes a prison.  The person stops loving and being loved.

This is why in these last days the love of many shall wax cold!!!!


Ill.  Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, Life cannot be sustained if held onto it must be freely given

2 Cor. 10:4-5 (KJV)  

    (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) [5] Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

Stronghold is a mindset that is against the will and principles of God

An offense gives “place” an area of jurisdiction to the enemy

We process everything through this filter called a stronghold


Like a shattered glass it distorts us from seeing the truth…

Many use Scripture to back their mindset, like heap coals of fire…OT vengeance…

Notice the false Christ’s will come, deceive who?  Those who have been offended and their love has waxed cold!!  

“Knowledge w/o love = deception”

Jesus said they would be wolves in sheep’s clothing, who do they attack first, the wounded

Matt. 24:10  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

Notice the progression, but it doesn’t end there, 

1 John 3:15 (KJV)   Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 

When offense comes we automatically go into the self-preservation mode but we need to go into a God-preservation mode, having Him is more valuable than anything.

There is a time to take a stand but there are also times when doing what is best for your own spiritual condition, the welfare of the church and a Christian testimony becomes a necessity.

Cosider these verses:

Paul is referring to suing a bother and says:

1 Cor. 6:7 (KJV)    Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? 

1 Cor. 6:7 (NLT)  

    To have such lawsuits at all is a real defeat for you. Why not just accept the injustice and leave it at that? Why not let yourselves be cheated? 

Matthew 5:44 (KJV)  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

Philip. 2:3 (KJV)   Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 

A bulldog would whoop a skunk any day but is it really worth it?

1 Peter 2:21-23 (KJV)  

    For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: [22] Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: [23] Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 
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