The Lay Preacher and His Pastor

 Ethics and Etiquette in the ministry is a great necessity and they will enhance the relationship between

 the pastor and his lay preachers. Following are some guidelines that will be a blessing to the church, 

 the pastor and the lay preacher.
· Before you accept an invitation to preach, always talk to your pastor and get his approval.  It will not only show respect to your pastor but will show the person inviting you that you respect your pastor and that you are under his authority.

· .“One Hour Rule”  For an associate to leave a church ministry to plant another local church nearby             is to violate social grace and to dishonor God.   This forces the congregation to make a choice between loyalties—just as when parents divorce and end up forcing their children to tear their hearts apart trying to love both parents faithfully. God does not want His people to have to go through this. In a situation such as this the “One-Hour Rule” should be practiced. Associates who resign or are dismissed should not serve in a church or plant a church within a one-hour drive of their previous church.  Is there any exception? Of course. If the senior pastor initiates the idea of a new ministry nearby, that’s fine. Then it can be done with his permission and blessing.

· Be 100% faithful in all areas that pertain to your church and pastor.  Tithing, attendance, attitude…  If you are unable to attend a service always contact your pastor a head of time, 
· Regularly ask your pastor if there is anything you could do, one time or regularly for him, (water for the message, lock-up…).  Look for things that he does or that goes undone and find away to see that they are taken care of. Elijah was Elisha’s mentor and spiritual father and the Bible tells us about their relationship (…Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah. 2 Kings 3:11)  
· Never listen or be involved in any negative talk or gossip about your pastor or others in church leadership.  Instead defend him even if you might disagree with him.  Your pastor should never have to doubt your loyalty to him.
· Always respect the wishes of your pastor.  For example if he asks you to preach and gives you a time limit, stick to it 
· You must do everything within your power to protect the unity of the church. (Timothy was willing to make any sacrifice to maintain unity and to remove any barriers, Acts 16:1-4)
· Maintain your integrity for it is the target of your enemy, when integrity is damaged your ministry will lose power and influence. 

