The Power Struggle  -  Part 1


Someone once said, “Power can be intoxicating.”  Another proverbial saying goes like this, “Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely.” There is a power struggle that exists for anyone who possesses any authority and it is no different for the king who had a heart for God.  King David was the most powerful man of Israel and early in his kingship he used his power wisely.  His beginning is summed up in Psalm 78 by Asaph, the psalmist, “He chose David also his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: From following the ewes great with young he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skillfulness of his hands (Psm. 78:70-72).”  David’s kingdom and legacy was on the rise until the infamous day that he looked upon the beauty of Bathsheba.  This was the beginning of David’s demise that began with the abuse of his royal authority. This power struggle has been the downfall of many men in history and in our present time.


As seen in the previous Scripture, David’s authority, as is all authority, is given as a gift from God to David. David’s responsibility is to honor God with that authority and to be a good steward over God’s gift.  Where God gives authority, you can rest assured that evil spiritual forces are lurking near.  The Apostle Paul reminds us of this in Ephesians 6:10-12, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”  The last line mentions the position of authority as “high places,” where spiritual wickedness abides.  David, in his high place, is not exempt from the temptations of the adversary, yet at the same time he is accountable for his actions.


When you mention David to most Christians they automatically will remember one of two events in his life, either, “David and Goliath,” or “David and Bathsheba.”  Both of these incidents involve David’s use of God’s authority or power.  David came against Goliath, “not with spear or sword but in the name (or authority) of the Lord.”  David used God’s authority to defend and protect God’s people, the primary purpose of God’s gift.  But in the story of David’s involvement with Bathsheba we will see the abuse of power that results not in deliverance and life, but in manipulation and death.  


As we look closely at the narrative of David’s sin with Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 11 and 12, we find key words that keep turning up again and again.  The key words are “sent” and “send,” which are used eleven times in the eleventh chapter, and once in chapter twelve, verse one.  Only a person with power has the authority to send people at there whim or will, and the one being sent has no choice in the matter but to obey.  


Let’s take a close look at each time power was abused as someone sent in this manipulative plot.  This story opens with David staying at home and he “sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem (2 Sam. 11:1). In verse three David sends someone to get information about the beautiful girl who was bathing within the public view.  On a side note, Bathsheba used the power of seduction to get the king’s attention; in this case the two seem to be made for each other.  In the next verse, verse four, David sends messengers to have Bathsheba brought to him which results in adultery and a pregnancy. David now uses his power to cover his tracks, “And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David (2 Sam. 11:6)”.  In verse fourteen, David sends a message to Joab that will lead to the death of Uriah, the Hittite.  Finally, in verse twenty seven, after the death of Uriah, David sends for Bathsheba and she becomes his wife.  It appears that all is well and David has successfully manipulated the events, to not only clear his name, but by marrying Bathsheba he appears to be a hero by taking in a fallen soldier’s pregnant wife.  There is yet one more person to be sent in this scenario, he is the prophet Nathan, sent to David by the ultimate authority, God Himself. 


David tried to control the situation using his authority to manipulate people and circumstances to get his desired end. Although David made this attempt, there were a few things that David did not take into account.  First, David could not manipulate the womb of Bathsheba, nor could he control the actions of the honorable soldier, Uriah, and last of all, he could not manipulate God and His reaction to David’s abuse of power.  


In this passage there are evident signs in David’s life that expose his abuse of power and David scars a lifetime of good ministry.  In verse one (And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel…But David tarried still at Jerusalem, 2 Sam. 11:1), we see David giving up disciplines that he demanded others to keep; there is no logical excuse for this. While others are living in the fields preparing to go through the rigors and horrors of the battlefield, David lounges in his comfortable palace.  The prophet Amos warns against this when he said, “Woe to them that are at ease in Zion (Amos 6:1).” This should be a warning to those in leadership who follow in David’s footsteps.  The Apostle Paul restates this in his terminology when he writes, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway (1 Cor. 9:27).”  In contrast to David, look at Uriah’s attitude concerning this issue of expecting from others what you are unwilling to do yourself, “But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house(2 Sam. 11:9).”  Uriah refused the comforts of home and the pleasure of his wife’s company. 


Another sign of power abuse in David’s life is found in the second and third verses of Second Samuel, chapter eleven, which depict David as self-serving, the very opposite of God’s purpose for empowering David.  David failed to realize the impact that his self-centeredness would make not only on the present but in the near and far future, and the harm that would come not only to those involved, but to the innocent victims that would be touched by his selfishness.  Dwight Moody, the great evangelist of yesteryear, once said, “The measure of a man is not how many servants he has, but how many men he serves.”  Power abuse is rooted in selfishness.  The cure to this problem is found in the example of Christ that Paul wrote about to the Philippians, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5).”   No man who is full of himself can never truly preach the Christ who emptied Himself.  Someone once said, “Cure selfishness and you would find yourself back in the Garden of Eden.”  

(to be continued next month)

