The Power Struggle  -  Part 2

Last month, we looked at the infamous episode in David’s life when he failed by committing adultery with Bathsheba. We often link this story with the  sin of adultery but when we look closer at the whole of all the details we see David committing the sin that many other leaders have fallen into, the abuse of the power and authority that God has invested in them. As we continue, we find David in the middle of the story trying to cover his sin which only snowballs into a deeper situation that brings death and destruction. 



David was blinded by his power, for he thought that he could “fix” everything that went wrong with his scheming manipulation, another red flag of the power abuser.  Verses four through ten describe the attempted manipulations of a guilty man trying to contain the situation.  Power abuse always tries to use man’s ingenuity to cover up and repair a situation instead of doing the right thing.  The right thing to do was to accept responsibility for his actions, repent, ask for forgiveness from God and those involved, and be prepared to face any consequences that would come his way.  The more our fingerprints are found on a situation the worse things become, therefore we must put it in God’s hand, who always does the right thing.


As the narrative continues Uriah the Hittite becomes the honorable man by doing the right the thing.  David listened to Uriah when he said, “The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing (2 Sam. 11:11).”  David again abuses his power and gets Uriah intoxicated, even in that state Uriah did the right thing.   Although it is unwritten, it had to be a powerful witness and message to David as he viewed Uriah’s righteous actions, which triggered his guilty conscience, which reminded him of his sin and shame. A power abuser closes their mind to any suggestion that they could be out of line.  There were numerous obstacles placed in David’s way, especially the character of Uriah which was a strong counsel of rebuke that tried to detour David’s unrighteous ways and to point him back to the right path, but David chose to ignore the warnings.  We get a glimpse of David’s struggle in his Psalm of repentance, Psalm fifty-one. David acknowledges, “My sin is ever before me,” and that he realizes the joy of the Lord and his presence is gone. Over and over God nudges David toward repentance yet he blindly continues until God slaps him in the face with the parable of the little pet lamb.  David, the beloved, should have seen the light that God was shining his direction, for every time he saw Uriah and heard his voice he was reminded that “God is light,” for that is the definition of Uriah’s name.  Every unbeliever that will one day find themselves in the torments of hell had to climb over numerous obstacles to find themselves in that predicament.

 
The last sign of a power abuser is found in verses fourteen through seventeen, as David manipulates people, circumstances and the truth.  God entrusts leaders with His authority so they may love people and use things but power intoxication causes us to do the opposite, we love things and we use people.  David made sure that Uriah would be put in a position where he would surely be killed in the battle.  It appears to be the innocent death of another soldier, when in reality David has indirectly murdered the husband of Bathsheba, Uriah.  After Uriah’s death, David brings Bathsheba into his home and she becomes his wife, giving the false appearance that David has taken in a pregnant widow of a fallen soldier.  David comes out of this as hero, everything appears to have put David not only in the clear, but everyone sees him in a good light.  The power abuser got what he wanted in the end in his “you-niverse.” 


God’s grinding wheel of judgment grinds slow but extremely fine, David’s day is coming.  Nathan, the prophet, is sent by God to appear before David with the parable that will expose David’s misuse of his royal authority.   David once again exerts his power as he responds in anger at the end of Nathan’s parable, “And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die (2 Samuel 12:5).”  When David heard the words of Nathan he finally came to his senses and realized the charade was over. Someone asked why the lions did not attack Daniel when he was cast into the den, one person said, “A lion gets quiet only when there is a bigger lion around.”  David becomes a small kitten as he is overshadowed by the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  


Pride, the motive and spirit behind the abuse of power, has always been a destructive force going back to Lucifer who desired to ascend to the throne, and even showed up in the Garden of Eden as Adam, who was given dominion over God’s creation, was tempted with pride. Throughout Scripture it keeps rearing its ugly head, Haman in the book of Esther, Nebuchadnezzar and King Saul were all victims of this sin.  


David’s power struggle cost an innocent man his life, and David and Bathsheba lost their infant son as a result of David’s downfall.  He damaged his legacy and never fully recovered from this incident that blossomed from a seed of lust to a tree of evil fruit.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Take heed when you stand lest you fall.”  If the man who began in the integrity of his heart failed so miserably, we too, must guard against the abuse of the authority that has been invested in us by God. 


The attitude to take when in the midst of a power struggle is demonstrated in the story that is shared by Martin Luther.  He once told someone that what is needed is “goat sense.”  The person responded by saying, “Don’t you mean horse sense?”  Luther responded saying, “No, I mean goat sense.”  He continued and told the story of how one day he saw two goats passing one another on a narrow mountain ledge that was only wide enough for one goat to pass through at a time.  He expected them to ram one another, trying to buck the other off of the ledge, with one possibly plunging to its death.  Instead, one goat laid down on the ground why the other goat tediously stepped over its body.  Luther proclaimed, “That’s humility!”  

