The Reliability of Scripture

One of the key points in arguing the Reliability of Scripture is to prove and demonstrate the accuracy of the Bible.  We will look at the three historical tests, the bibliographical test, the internal evidence test and the external evidence test.


In the bibliographical test it is important to know how many manuscripts are available because it will help us to know that we have the original text. In the ancient documents, such as the typical Greco-Roman Literature, there are between zero to six hundred copies available.  There are approximately five hundred manuscripts of the New Testament in the Greek language and over twenty thousand in other languages.  Through these manuscripts we can show that the New Testament is 99.5% accurate.  Of the twenty thousand lines that make up the New Testament only forty are in doubt which is equal to about four hundred words.  The most important finding is that no major doctrine is in doubt because there are other passages that explain fully the areas that could be in question.  


The second test is the Internal Evidence Test which gives us five areas of criteria that must be examined.  The first criterion deals with the primary and secondary sources.  The primary source goes to the issue of the eyewitnesses and the secondary source is the research involving other’s experiences.  

The second criterion speaks to the character and reliability of the sources.  Voltaire gives us four tests of historical reliability of an event and Hume adds a fifth. The five tests are; there must be eyewitnesses, they must agree in substance, they must have had an opportunity to know and investigate the facts, they must be trustworthy people and the more unusual the event, the greater number of witnesses are required.  An example of the first two criteria is found in the resurrection of Jesus. 

The third criterion asks the question, “Do the sources agree in subject?” The main objection that a skeptic may raise is that the Bible has many contradictions.  When asked to name one many cannot give a specific contradiction.  There are numerous explanations for what may appear on the surface to be a contradiction.  I will list numerous reasons that could explain an apparent contradiction.  

1. New discoveries clear up many contradictions.  For example there was no information on the Hittites for many years until information was uncovered in the 1920’s that proved their existence.

2. Contradictions may be in the interpretation and not in the text itself.

3. The context clarifies many contradictions.

4. The Bible uses ordinary language and the New Testament often paraphrases the Old Testament.

5. Incomplete reports are not false reports and the Bible does not prove all that it records.

6. The Bible’s revelation is progressive.

There must also be consistent elements in the eyewitnesses’ testimonies.  For example, the question may be asked, “Did Jesus really die?”  We have the eyewitness testimony of men who were expert executioners.  They verified that Jesus was dead.  Another area that a skeptic may question is, “Was there any differences in the eyewitnesses testimonies?” The occasions where this may appear can be explained easily by understanding the author’s purpose for writing or the audience to whom he is writing.  


The fourth criterion is “Did they have the opportunity to know and investigate facts?”  The resurrection of Jesus was observed on many occasions and on one occasion He was seen by over five hundred at one time.  The writings of the Gospels took place 20-60 years after the events took place.  This would tell us that there were numerous eyewitnesses alive to be interviewed.


The last criterion is, “Were the witnesses or sources trustworthy?”  The Bible gives us much evidence that the people were trustworthy. For example they refused to receive bribes, they were courageous and did not fear the authorities and they suffered persecution and death for what they had witnessed.

The last test is the External Evidence Test that gives us numerous records of the existence of Christ and the claims of Scripture and the early church.  Early Christian writers, secular writers and Jewish writers are all sources of external evidence.  

Archeological and Scientific Evidence continues to prove the factual reliability of the Scripture.  No discoveries have ever been made to disprove the Bible and new discoveries validate the Scripture. 

The fulfillment of prophecy also presents a strong case for the reliability of Scripture.  Josh McDowell commissioned a collegiate study to find the probability of one person fulfilling all the prophecies in the Old Testament Concerning the coming Messiah.  They calculated that for one person to meet these requirements would be a 1 and 100,000,000,000,000,000 chance.  To illustrate this, you could fill the entire state of Texas with silver dollars 2 feet deep.  Throw in a silver dollar painted red and mix it in, anywhere in the state.  Have someone walk the state from end to end in all directions and ask them at anytime to reach into the pile and pick one silver dollar.  To pick the red silver dollar has the same probability of one person who would have to meet all the prophecies concerning the Messiah in the Old Testament.
Based upon the Bibliographical, Internal and External evidence we have stronger grounds to consider Scripture historically reliable than any other work.
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