The Resurrection of Jesus as seen in “The Case for Christ”


As we look at the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus, we must first answer the question of the skeptics, “Did Jesus really die?”  The medical evidence that begins at Gethsemane, when Jesus experienced hematidrosis, continues through the flogging of Jesus and ends at His suffering at Calvary, all leads up to the fact that there is no way Jesus could have survived the crucifixion.  The medical evidence shows that a person hanging on a cross would die from asphyxiation and that when the soldier ran the spear through Jesus side it gave conclusive evidence that Jesus was dead.  This verification was done by those who were experts in the “art’ of crucifixion and who are familiar with death.  One must also take into account that if a prisoner escaped the Roman soldiers they would be put to death as their punishment.  The last point to be made is that if Jesus had survived the cross it would have taken a great deal of time to recover from such devastating injuries and wounds.  He could not have been able to walk on the journey to Emmaus and His disciples would have had pity upon His pathetic condition and would not have seen Him as a victor over death and one worthy to suffer persecution and to die for Him.  


The next evidence that needs to be observed is, “Was there a missing body from the tomb?”  Dr. William Lane Craig gives us six pieces of evidence that lead to the conclusion that there was an empty tomb.  The Apostle Paul spoke of the empty tomb in 1 Corinthians 15 which is a very old and reliable source of historical information about Jesus. Christianity was birthed in the same city where the death and resurrection of Jesus occurred, therefore, there were many Christian and Jews that knew the location of the tomb of Jesus.  It would seem impossible for Christianity to begin and flourish under these circumstances.  Mark’s account was written very early, some think before 37AD, which means that it was much too early for a legend to develop to seriously corrupt it and there was also a simplicity in Mark’s account of the empty tomb.  Another reason to account for the missing body is that the Gospel writers told that women were the first to report the resurrection.  This is something that would actually have been embarrassing because women were not used as witnesses in their culture.  The last evidence that is given is that no one was claiming that Jesus’ body was still in the tomb. 


 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, which speaks of the numerous resurrection appearances of Christ, has been documented as a creed of the early church and is dated somewhere between 32AD and 38AD, which would be approximately two to eight years after the resurrection.  This would also not allow time for legends to develop and would give the opportunity for anyone to raise serious questions pertaining to the resurrection. 


Another area of investigation is circumstantial evidence which is made up of indirect facts from which inferences can be rationally drawn.  This evidence can be as strong and more potent than eyewitness accounts.  The circumstantial evidence consists of the fact that the disciples were willing to die for their beliefs and hardened skeptics came to faith in Christ. The resurrection of Christ brought about the emergence of the church and brought about changes in the Jewish social culture that had been protected for centuries. The institution of communion, which celebrates the agonizing death of Jesus, is another piece of circumstantial evidence, and without the resurrection this ordinance would have never been able to survive. The number of lives that have been changed down through the centuries is also evidence of the resurrection of Jesus.  
Mark, 

My last question is, “What do you think it would take for you to change your view concerning God and Christianity?”
We hope to see you all soon.

Tim B.
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