The Schools of the Sons of the Prophets  (Part 2)
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Last month we began to look at the sons of the prophets and how they began under the tutelage of Samuel.  These men had the call of God upon them and Samuel saw the need to train and teach them so that God could use them more effectively.  I ended last month’s article with this paragraph:

“We are educating our preachers straight into hell!” I was recently in a service where this statement was made, sure if liberal theology is taught I agree whole heartedly, but when the Bible is taught, the teachers are holy and the lost soul remains the primary objective, I believe that Christian training and teaching can and will make a significant impact on our churches and the communities that God has placed us in.


It seems like many have the idea that a preacher cannot be anointed and educated at the same time, but as we will see Samuel, Elijah and Elisha did not share this opinion. The people who made the greatest impact in the Old and New Testament (other than Jesus) were not only anointed but also had received the best in education, (secularly and spiritually).  Those two people are Moses and Paul, both received stringent educations and both are spiritual giants in the pages of God’s Word. Moses not only received a tremendous education in Egypt, but God also taught him in the second period of his life in the wilderness.  Paul sat at the feet of the greatest Jewish teachers of his day but he also received his spiritual degree by spending three years in the deserts of Arabia.                                                                                                             
Let’s take a few moments to see what the Bible says about the headquarters of these schools of the sons of the prophets. The first school was in Ramah the birthplace and hometown of Samuel.  Samuel had travelled throughout the country but returns home as 1 Samuel 7:17 states, “And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house; and there he judged Israel; and there he built an altar unto the Lord.”   Why do we believe this was the first school of the prophets, because when Saul was in pursuit of David (1 Sam. 19:18-24) " David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah and Saul sent messengers to take David, they saw the company of prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as head over them." In this story we find that three successive sets of messengers from Saul prophesy as soon as they come into contact with the sons of the prophets and also that Saul himself finally comes into the same state. At this place, without doubt, the original school of the prophets was founded by Samuel.                 
                                                                                                 
The second place where it appears that there was a school was in Bethel.  Although the Scripture does not emphatically state this, it is inferred in the context of 1 Sam. 10:3 that Bethel was the center of worship at this time, as well as a headquarters for the school of prophets.  What clues do we have to support this?  In the reign of Jeroboam an old prophet made his home at this place (1 Kings 13:11). While Elijah and Elisha were on their way to the place of Elijah’s translation," The sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy master from thy head, to-day ? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace," (2 Kings 2:3). After his return from the east of the Jordan, and after the healing of the bitter waters near Jericho, Elisha "went up from thence to Bethel" (2 Kings 2:23), undoubtedly with the express purpose of reporting to the sons of the prophets his sad experience in the loss of his master, Elijah.                                                                                                                                                                
Again the Scripture does not clearly state it but it appears that there was a school of the prophets in Gilgal.  Samuel's command to Saul (1 Sam. 10:8): "thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal." and the consequent prophesyings of Saul among the sons of the prophets in the neighborhood of Gibeah, are a reasonable evidence that at or near this point a school of the prophets was to be found in Samuel's day. At any rate, in Samuel's yearly circuit as judge, “And he went from year to year in circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places” (1 Sam. 7:16), Gilgal received his regular visits. Not again until Elijah's day do we have definite information on this point. "And it came to pass, when Jehovah would take up Elijah by a whirlwind into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal" (2 Kings 2:1). The two prophets were probably giving instruction in the school at this place. On their way they stop at two other schools to leave a parting word (2 Kings 2:2, 4, 5). A number of years after this time there was a famine in the land "And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets." (2 Kings 4:38). At this time he heals the pottage, poisoned by the use of wild gourds. At this point we learn that there were at this time about one hundred of these sons of the prophets (2 Kings 4:43).                                           
There is also some evidence that there was a school of the prophets in Jericho. This was the third stopping place of Elijah and Elisha on their last journey together. Here Elijah gives his last exhortation to the sons of the prophets. After this was done (2 Kings 2:4-7) "the two went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood over against them afar off." After the departure of Elijah, Elisha returns to Jericho (vs. 15-18) and tarries three days with the sons of the prophets, whence he goes on up to Bethel. The prosperity of this school may be inferred from 2 Kings 6:1, 2, in which it is evident that they had grown in numbers beyond the capacity of their building.                                                                                                                                 
Last of all, there is some evidence that there may have been schools in Carmel and Samaria according to 1 Kings, 2, 18 and 22 and in 2 Kings 4 and 6.  Elisha made regular spiritual visits to Carmel for this was the special commemorative place where Elijah called fire down from Heaven. Samaria was Elisha’s home. Samuel had his greatest school at his residence and home, Ramah. It is hardly credible that so forcible a character as Elisha should settle down in Samaria, and not collect about himself a body of sons of the prophets. There are also Scriptures that tell us there were groups of prophets found in this area in large numbers.  The overall result of viewing these Scriptures one finds schools of the prophets at 1) Ramah, 2) Bethel, 3) Gilgal, 4) Jericho, and probably 5) Carmel and 6) Samaria.                                                                                                                    
That these schools of the sons of the prophets lived apart and in their own buildings is shown by two or three passages.  There is an interesting name used, Naioth, in the following passages. The NASB Greek and Hebrew dictionary define this word as “an abode of the prophets.”  In 1 Sam. 19:18,19, we find that when David fled to Ramah "he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth " (i. e. dwellings, buildings, probably like school dormitories); "And it was told Saul, saying, Behold, David is at Naioth (the college buildings) in Ramah." "And he went thither to Naioth (the college buildings) in Ramah; and the spirit of God came upon him also, and he went on and prophesied, until he came to Naioth (the college buildings) in Ramah " (v. 23). In 2 Kings 6:1-2, "the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, the place where we dwell before thee, is too strait for us. Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every man a beam, and let us make a place there, where we may dwell." This school was probably at Jericho, as they went down into the Jordan valley for their timber (v. 4). In 2 Kings 4:38-41 we find an additional evidence of their common dwelling. They all ate from the same pottage. And in vs. 42, 43 the gifts of the farmer are set before all. So that we can conclude that while a few may have married and had homes of their own (2 Kings 4:1) the sons of the prophets as a class occupied buildings together, and ate together as members of one household.

From this we learn that not only were there schools in various cities through Israel but that in those cities they had there on dwellings places.  We also learn that the spiritual leaders of these schools made regular visits for the purpose of instruction.  One can look back into the ancient times of the Bible and see that there was a structured form of educating spiritual leaders, not only in the Old Testament, but as was mentioned in the previous article, in the new Testament also.  (We will continue with Part 3 of this series next month, looking at the teachers and curriculum of the schools of the sons of the prophets.)
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