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Deuteronomy 22:8, Watch Your Step!

Deuteronomy 22:8 directs the Israelite in the area of constructing a new house, stating, “When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thine house, if any man fall from thence.”  The Bible Background Commentary gives us some needed insight concerning this verse. “Since roofs were considered living space (see 2 Samuel 11:2; 2 Kings 4:10), a parapet would have been an appropriate safety measure. This law deals with the liability of a homeowner for injury to a visitor in the case of negligent building practices. Hammurabi’s code (laws 229-33) cautions builders against doing a substandard or unsafe job that could lead to injury or death. Penalties ranged from fines to capital punishment.”  Adam Clarke states that you could be tried for murder.  
The commentary by Jamieson, Faussett and Brown gives us a description of the roof top in ancient Israel, “The tops of houses in ancient Judea, as in the East still, were flat, being composed of branches or twigs laid across large beams, and covered with a cement of clay or strong plaster. They were surrounded by a parapet breast high. In summer the roof is a favorite resort for coolness…”    

I think that one should go a step farther than referring to visitors only in this verse; one should consider the entire family’s safety, especially smaller children which would have easy access to the “roof living area.”  This railing that was built to protect the family from harm and is symbolic of a spiritual balustrade that should be built to guard against spiritual injuries or a fall that could affect our families.  The head of the house was no doubt responsible for making sure there was a handrail and that it was kept in a safe manner at all times.  He had to inspect it regularly, and make adjustments and repairs accordingly.  A father and husband must take the time to make sure that the spiritual railing is kept in good condition in the lives of his family members. First, the spiritual parapet had to be put in place, which is done by family devotions, teaching our children the value of prayer and the Bible, emphasizing the importance of worshipping with the church family and most of all, teaching the necessity of personal salvation.  There is an adversary who would like to entice our family to the edge of the roof hoping that they would put themselves in a place of danger that makes them vulnerable and susceptible to falling.  By practicing the Christian life daily, we build a wall of protection that provides the security of knowing we are in His hand.    
By making the railing a priority, this then was an opportunity to “love your neighbor as yourself,” (Lev. 19:18) by being concerned about his safety. It also emphasized the value of human life.  
I think the bottom line is that we are responsible to care for one another, both physically, and spiritually.  Cain responded to God when He enquired about Able after Cain had slain him, saying, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  Although God did not directly respond to that question with a specific answer, the remainder of Scripture and the nature of God do give us the answer.  The answer is, “Yes, we are our brother’s keeper.”  Someone once said, “No man is an island unto himself.”  God made us to be social beings, and as a Christian He gives us the responsibility to care and protect others who are in harm’s way. Jude 1:24 gives us the final word on this subject, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” 
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