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Deuteronomy 14:21, What Do You Do With Road-kill?


    “Ye shall not eat of any thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God (Deut.14:21a).”  The law that is given in this verse, deals with what one is to do with livestock or animals that die without be slaughtered for the purpose of eating. 

The Bible Background Commentary calls these animals “road-kill” and states, “In a protein-starved area such as ancient Israel, it would have been almost criminal to let good meat go to waste.”  It appears that the reason this law was given was because the carcass had not had the blood drained from it, therefore, it was not edible to the Hebrew people. There are three separate places in the Pentateuch that forbids this; Deut. 12:16, Leviticus 11:40 and Leviticus 17:50.  
The meat from the dead animal could be distributed as charity to resident strangers or it could also be sold to foreigners who were not settlers in Israel.  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary has a comment concerning the treatment of foreigners saying, “In Leviticus the alien comes within the culture of Israel and has the benefits of adhering to that culture. However, even during the period of conquest, the Israelites were always to be kind to the alien, remembering that they were aliens in Egypt.”  
Through this unusual law, we see God, emphasizing again, as He has in many other places, the unique relationship of Israel as being holy to the Lord, which is the basis for even ritualistic requirements.  As God’s children, we should realize that we too are “holy to the Lord” and that our unique relationship with the Lord is not born out of dietary laws, but on the basis that He is our spiritual sustenance. In John 6:53-56, Jesus said, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.”   Being holy, separated from the world and dedicated to God, makes us distinctive, and causes us to have different practices than the world.  These practices are a product of our relationship with God.

A study of blood substantiates the Scripture found in Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”  The blood carries the necessities for all the body through the circulatory system, the blood being the agent which delivers these necessities, thus the life is in the blood.  The New Testament companion verse to the end of Leviticus 17:11, is found in Hebrews 9:22, “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.”  The blood has a significant place throughout Scripture, both the Old and New Testament.  Without the blood of the sacrifice, forgiveness could not be experienced in one’s relationship with God.  Because of the blood’s preeminent place in the Bible, God did not allow the Israelites to eat it, or any thing that did not have the blood drained from it.  
It, the blood, was also paramount because in the Old Testament the blood was symbolic of the blood of Jesus that was shed at Calvary for the sins of the world.  These Scriptures show us this; Matthew 26:28, “For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins;” Romans 5:9, “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him;” Ephesians 2:13, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ;” and 1 Peter 1:19, “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 
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