You Might Be a Teacher If… (Part 3)

Persistence Pays
You might be a teacher if…
 9.   Your lessons have a happy ending, everyone is happy when it ends.

 8.   You’ve ever “beseeched” anyone.

 7.   Children doodle while you’re talking.

 6.   You might be an uneducated teacher if you refer to Dake’s Annotated Bible as Dake’s “Anointed” 
       Bible.
 5.   Your job is never done.

 4.   You work like the devil for the Lord.

 3.   The words “in conclusion” mean nothing to you.

 2.   Calamine lotion won’t cure your “teacher’s itch.”
 1.   You are for sure a teacher if you would live your life over again and do the same things:  Study  

       your brains out, pray constantly for your students, get up early on Sunday morning, long for a   

       student to come to know Christ and you smile through it all and get very little recognition, yes,
       you’re a God-called teacher.

Have you ever taken a moment to read the events that took place in Jeremiah 36.  First, Jeremiah had been banned from attending the House of God. It would be easy for him to say, “If you don’t want to hear my message, fine, suffer the consequences.  I tried to do my part.”  Jeremiah couldn’t have that kind of attitude. Since Jeremiah couldn’t share his message he gave the book to his loyal assistant, Baruch, and sent him to the House of God to read it to the people in his place.  There was an obstacle in the way, but Jeremiah and Baruch found a way to overcome.   

The plan seemed to be working, Baruch read and the people were listening.  Then he was invited to give a special reading among the princes, or assistants to the king.  After this, the words were read to the king himself. It sounds promising; finally the message is going places.  After all that hard work, seeking God, receiving His Word, then writing it on the scroll, it is all finally paying off. This scroll contained the words that we now read in the book of Jeremiah.

In the midst of the reading the king got out his pocket knife and violently began cutting the pages of the scroll into pieces and threw it into the fireplace that had been keeping him warm on this winter day.  Three of the king’s men begged him not to do it, but the stubborn king continued until the entire scroll was consumed and the king thought nothing of it.  If that is not bad enough, the king demands to have the author, Jeremiah, and the scribe, Baruch, brought before him, but they were in hiding.

God told Jeremiah to rewrite the scroll.  Jeremiah began to dictate and Baruch’s pen raced across the page.  Again, let me reiterate, they had crude writing utensils so this was no small task, it was very tedious and time consuming to recreate the original writing..  The message was of the utmost importance, it could not be left in the ash heap. Not only did God give back the words from the former scroll but God gave even more to add to what had previously been written. Isn’t it awesome how the adversary of God tries to destroy His Word and not only does God preserve His Word but to show the enemy he made a mistake, He increases the words of Jeremiah. “Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.”  Another obstacle was defeated.


“What is the point of all this and what does it have to do with my class and my teaching?”  First, there are numerous obstacles that will come in your path to try to prevent the Word of God from penetrating the good soil of the student’s heart. The adversary will do what ever it takes to hinder you, whether it is during your preparation or during the presentation of the lesson itself. No matter what age level you teach, don’t forget there is spiritual warfare taking place.  What was the key with Jeremiah and Baruch, persistence!  No matter what, never give in, if he spoils your labor of love, don’t get frustrated, don’t get discouraged, persist. At times you feel as if your time and energy has been thrown into the fire and consumed. You are tempted to say “What’s the use?” Don’t be faint of heart, God is ready to give you back, not only the effort of your past, but He is ready to give you so much more.  Your message is of the utmost importance, it cannot be left in the ash heap.  Tap into the reservoirs of persistence and determination, just as Jeremiah and Baruch did.  

I hope you have enjoyed this short series and even found a little humor in the “You might be a teacher if” statements that started each article.  Of all these statements that have been given in this article and the two previous I want to leave you with the three most important;

You are for sure a teacher if…

1.  The sweetest words in the world to you are “Dear Jesus, I’m a sinner.”

2.  You ask God for wisdom as you drive to Sunday School.

3.  You would live your life over again and do the same things:  Study your brains out,
pray constantly for your students, get up early on Sunday morning, long for a    

student to come to know Christ and you smile through it all and get very little
recognition, yes, you’re a God-called teacher.
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