You Might Be a Teacher If… (Part 4)

“Thou Art The Man”
You might be a teacher if…

…you’ve ever heard a student say that the 5th commandment was “humor your father and mother.”
…a student ever claimed to have found an old leaf in an old worn Bible and said, “I think this could have been Adam’s underwear.” 

…the worst behaved boy in the class has perfect attendance.

…you’ve ever asked the class, “Which of the commandments teach us how to treat our brothers and sisters?”  They respond by saying, “Thou shall not kill.”
…you ever shared the story of the Good Samaritan and then asked the students what they would do if they ever came across someone who was lying on the side of the road wounded and bleeding, and had a little girl respond by saying, “I think I’d throw up.”

…a student ever asked, “What does it mean when the Bible says, Solomon had 300 wives and 700 porcupines?”

…you automatically say, “Lord, thank you for the privilege of being a Sunday School teacher,” when you see the light come on in a student as the blinders fall off and they see the truth clearly. 

I’m sure you remember the story of David and Bathsheba and their affair, and the final consequences of how the prophet, Nathan, had to confront King David (2 Sam. 12:1-7).  Sometimes we feel challenged by our class or a complicated teaching situation, but try to put yourself in Nathan’s position; you have to tell the King he is a sinner.  This isn’t just any King, this is King David:  adored, admired, beloved, the man after God’s own heart, the great worship leader, the sensitive poet, the valiant and brave warrior, the appointed and anointed of God to lead and the list could go on and on.  Your responsibility is to expose his transgression and divulge to him that there will be consequences that he must experience.  Oh, by the way, he is the one person who can separate your head from your body if he doesn’t react favorably, this is a tough assignment.

I’m sure we have all had days when we knew that the circumstances that we faced as we prepared for the upcoming Sunday presented a great challenge.  Maybe it was a lesson that would confront the students with their personal sin, or the situation was one in which there was a great deal of tension because of some type of events outside the classroom.  It doesn’t happen every week but there are those times when we wish that it was the substitute’s week to teach or we feel overwhelmed by the teaching assignment that we face.


Nathan had a choice to make, approach the situation head-on with David or use the stealth approach and come in under David’s radar.  Nathan positioned himself strategically, waited for the right moment to drop the bomb and then let David “have it.”  His approach was nothing short of genius, it was teaching at its finest, extremely effective and the results could not be improved upon.  David was consumed by Nathan’s parable, both intellectually and emotionally, as David burned with anger and rendered the proper judgment. Did you ever wonder what gestures Nathan used? Did he actually have a little lamb in his lap at the time or did he speak softly until that last line, “Thou art the man!”  Did he keep his distance from David as he neared the end of the story?

In this parable David declared that the man who took the pet lamb deserved to die, therefore David provided the solution to this parable not knowing that he was the “man.”  One of the best teaching techniques is not laying out the facts or simply giving the lesson to the student on a silver platter, but allowing a student to come to a conclusion or to think through the truth that is being presented on their own. Nothing makes a greater impact and sticks with an individual than something that they thought through and came to a definite conclusion themselves.   


Another teaching technique that comes out of this story is that David learned about himself more than he learned about anything else in this scenario.  We have failed as a teacher/preacher if when the listener goes away without ever taking time to self reflect and to see how the truth is applied to their life.  Many times we here a message or lesson and we “pitchfork” it toward someone else.  “So and so sure needs to hear this, maybe it will help them get their lives back together or straighten out their problems.”  As a teacher we must do all we can to get our students to compare their lives to the principle that is being taught.


When both of these principles are at work in a student, something special takes place, “a teachable moment” has occurred. When this occurs a teacher automatically looks toward Heaven and says, “Lord, thank you for the privilege of being a Sunday School teacher.”   These teachable moments inspire us and motivate us to dig in and prepare for next week’s class.  You see, teaching that involves the student in the process, is the most effective teaching and the focus is not on what the teacher gives and knows but is on what the student learns.  Let’s follow the example of Nathan and be willing to teach the challenging lessons, involve the student as much as possible and guide the lesson in a way in which the student learns about themselves and the way in which the truth applies to their lives.
