CARE TEAM

Northtowne Church of God

Prepared by Tim Bartee
Christ’s Arms Reaching to Everyone                                       Together Everyone Achieves More

Overview

Each care team will have a small number of families and individuals assigned to them for which they will have oversight. Through this program we will be able to give the best of care to those who attend our church and who visit with the potential of becoming a part of our church family. Each care team will have approximately 5 – 10 families assigned to them.
Scriptural Basis

Mark 6:30-34

39-40 (KJV)   And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass. [40] And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 

Exodus 18:13-27

:21 (KJV)   Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: 

Basic Duties of a Care Team Member

· As much as possible develop a relationship with those who are put under your care.  

· Greet them in every church service or opportunity that is provided and always express your love and care to them.

· On Monday call Retha, 394-????, with the name and address of anyone under your care who you think would benefit or would stay connected through receiving the weekly church newsletter through the mail.

· If they would miss more than a week of services contact them in case they may be sick or if there might be a crisis in their family.

· In the event that someone in the family may be in the hospital, if at all possible visit them and follow-up with phone calls and a card.  The pastor will contact you of anyone who will be in the hospital and as soon as you learn that someone will be facing surgery or a hospital stay, contact him.

· If there is a major issue or event in their life notify the pastor.  

· Visit the shut-ins at least once a month or more and contact them via the phone or mail.  Encourage other church members to send cards or visit.

· Keep a journal of your ministry on the care team, such as where you went, what you did and the outcome. In the first three months submit a copy every other week to the pastor and after the initial three months submit it monthly. 

· New visitors will be assigned to a care team.  You will receive a copy of the Guest Card.  You will be responsible for delivering a small gift and for making a brief call to express our appreciation for visiting us.  If they come back, our goal is for the assimilation process to become natural.  Share with them the various ministries of the church (Young at Heart, 1st Place, Youth Ensemble, Sunday School class, Ladies Willing Workers, Van Ministry, Embracing Grace, Prayer Chain, TAG, Wednesday Evening Youth and Adult Bible Study….) The best way for them to make friendships is to be a part of a small group in our church.

· At special events at the church that involve the family you will be asked to participate.  For example, we may have you stand with the family during a baby dedication or even participate in their baptism…

· Pray for those under your care daily.

· At any time there is a need for special prayer ask if they would like to be anointed and tell them that you will be willing to go up front with them.  As much as possible pray with them during the altar services.  

· All care team members should know some type of soul winning plan, such as The Roman Road, the Bridge or the ABC’s of Salvation.

· Be prepared to explain the basic tenants of our faith, such as water baptism, communion…

· Other duties that are unseen may be requested by the pastor, and we will work this program for three months and then make adjustments as necessary.  Always express greetings, condolences or what would be appropriate from the pastor.  Your presence is a direct result of the pastor’s care and concern.  

Care Team Pledge

I understand that by serving on the Care Team I will be representing the kingdom of God and His church at all times.  I will adhere to the teachings of the Bible in my lifestyle and conversation.  I must seek to glorify God and to represent my church and pastor in all my duties.  I will pray earnestly for those who are assigned to my oversight.

Friendliness Policy

Love, acceptance and care are expressed through friendliness -  showing concern and compassion.  We want members and newcomers to fell both our affection and affirmation of their worth to God and to our church family.  As a member of a care team we are to model friendliness by;

1.  I will show a spirit of welcome, enthusiasm and expectation of good things in the worship service.

2.  I will display a sincere smile that portrays joy, hospitality and warmth to those I see at church.

3.  I will extend a personal and friendly handshake to others that conveys openness, respect and

     fellowship.

4.  I will express appreciation and love to first time visitors and share a sincere invitation for them to

     return.

5.  I will convey a caring attitude to members and friends by talking to them, listening to them, and

     supporting them in a Christ-centered living.

Hospital visits

Dress appropriately, limit your stay to 15-20 minutes, read Scripture if possible, greet the roommate, and pray.
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