Mormon, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Mormonism is the most successful cult born on American soil

Founder ~ Joseph Smith Jr., 1805-1844 (scan picture, page 187)


Born  in New England, Sharon Vermont on Dec. 23, 1805

Background


His father, Joseph Sr., was failing as a farmer in Vermont and struggled financially because of it.  As a result of this he spent hours reliving his boyhood dream of hunting for buried treasure, especially interested in the treasure hunts of Captain Kidd.  The family moved to New York, again w/o success. Joseph took part in his father’s treasure hunts and they gained a reputation among their neighbors for being treasure hunters.  His mother Lucy had extreme and superstitious religious ideas.

History


Joseph started out with the Methodist and at 15 his mother, 2 brothers, his sister and himself became Presbyterians.  Joseph was confused over many religions and he read:

  James 1:5 

    If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

He followed the advice of this Scripture and at the age of 15 he went into the woods to be alone and pray. It was at his time that he had his first prophetic vision.  This is recorded in his writing entitled The Pearl of Great Price (he later rewrote it , 2nd edition).  Read excerpts from it.


Problems with The Pearl of Great Price:

· Joseph Smith did not write the first account until years after the experience

· In the earlier version there was one personage, Nephi, but in the second version there was 2 personages, Moroni.  These are two distinct characters in Mormon Literature.  This is a serious discrepancy because Mormon truth rests on the prophetic authority of their books.

He shared this vision with a Methodist minister who told him it was from the devil. In which Joseph Smith responded by saying that all the sects are divided but they have “united against him.”

On Sept. 21, 1823, while in bed a bright light filled the room and an illumined figure stood beside him, Moroni, who was an angel the son of a man named Mormon.  He was told that there were golden plates that had a book written on them,  which later becomes the book of Mormon.  He was also told that there would be 2 stones in silver bows called Urim and Thummim, super natural spectacles, which would help him translate the gold plates from Egyptian hieroglyphics . At the time he was not told the exact location.  This happened 2 more times that night and on his way home from working with his father the next day  (additional instructions were given).  He went to his father who told him that it was God had spoken to him. He was shone the place and went to dig up the gold plates and Moroni appeared again and told him to return again to the same place over the next 4 years.  On Sept. 22, 1827 the plates were given to him and he was to guard them for he would have to give them back.  The place was called Cumorah, near the western New York town of Rochester.  (Show map on screen) The plates were 6 inches by 7 inches.  He claimed the language they were in was reformed Egyptian. 


In Jan. of 1827, he eloped with Emma Hale because her father was against the marriage because his only occupation was hunting “buried treasure with a peep-stone.”  According to an 1826 document he was found guilty by the justice of the peace for being a “glass-looker,” This would be a “diviner” or superstitious person.  They put a stone into a hat, which led them to the place to dig, They also used divining rods.

Oliver Cowdery, a schoolteacher joined with Smith and while in the woods praying, Jon the Baptist appeared and layed hands on them ordaining them into the Aaronic priesthood known to Mormons as the restoration of the Aaronic priesthood. At the time the two men were given the gift of prophecy and new spiritual understanding. John the Baptist also commissioned Smith to be the first elder of the church and Cowdery was the second.  

Peter, James and John came to the 2 and conferred the Melchizedek priesthood on them on the banks of the Susquehanna River. 

On April 6, 1830 the two men laid hands on each other and ordained each other as elders in the Church of Christ, later Jesus and latter day saints would be added   It is on this date that the church was born in Fayette County in New York. They began with 6 members and within a month there were 40 members.

They then moved to Kirtland Ohio, near Cleveland, and built the 1st temple there. Persecution arose and they moved to Jackson County, Independence, Missouri.   By 1839 there were several thousand members in this area.  Smith had another revelation and claimed that the area was the “promise land” or “New Zion.”  Persecution continued because, 
1.   The locals did not like this group claiming there land 

2.   The group represented a threat to there way of life 

3. The locals retaliated because of the actions of some of the Mormons  

4. They practiced polygamy

The Mormons fought back and the state militia moved and the Mormons then moved to Commerce, Illinois.  The city grew rapidly and had a population of over 20,000 people and eventually became a city with Smith becoming the first mayor.   


In 1844 Smith decided to run for president and was criticized by the city’s newspaper.  Smith ordered his men to destroy the presses, which they did with sledgehammers and then they partially burnt the building.  Smith was arrested for vandalism and released then arrested shortly later for treason, violating the freedom of the press, with his brother Hyrum.  They were jailed in Carthage, Illinois.  A mob of armed men, some ex-Mormons stormed the jail armed and ruthlessly killed Smith and his brother.

Smith was considered a martyr and Brigham Young became his successor.  An ultimatum from the state of Illinois forced them west and Salt Lake City became their headquarters. Young began international missions and was a tremendous administrator.  Under Young polygamy was officially instituted and he had 20 wives and 47 children.  


The Mormons splintered at this time into at least 4 groups, the largest in Salt Lake City.  Smith’s wife and son, Joseph III, stayed in Missouri and Illinois and started the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (also called the Community of Christ).  


The US gov’t was against polygamy and the Edmunds Act in 1882 levied substantial penalties against it.  In 1890 President of the Mormons officially abolished polygamy which opened the door for Utah to become the 45th state.  It was only officially ended because of political and economic reasons not religious.  

Organization of the Mormons

1.  
The First Presidency

A. Consists of 3 high priests (President and 2 Counselors) They  are the highest authority of the Mormon Church.

B. They have the final authority in all matters of faith, life and doctrine

C. All members can receive revelation, but the President has the greatest power as he passes on the decrees as given by God.  

a. Any decision he makes or doctrine he produces is as the Bible, God’s Word.  They also have three other writings that are placed on  the same plane as the Bible, The Pearl of Great Price, Doctrine and Covenants and Gospel and Doctrine.

2.
The Priesthood

A. The Aaronic Priesthood

a. Temporal affairs

b. Offices of bishop, priest, deacon and teacher

c. Every male member can belong to this priesthood if they are at least 12 years old

B. The Melchizedek Priesthood

a. The power of the presidency and governing of the church

b. Offices of apostles, high priest, apostles and elders Responsible for the spiritual affairs of the church.

c. Every male member can belong to this priesthood if they are at least 19 years old

(It was not until June 1978 that other races could join the priesthood because of the pressure of being seen as a racist organization.)

3.  The Council of the 12 Apostles (below the presidency)

A. They govern the geographical divisions called “stakes” (averages 4,000     

      members)


B. Stakes are broken down into wards and branches

a. There are 12,000 wards, 6,000 branches, 1,800 stakes and 500 larger districts in the United States.

4.  The Quorum of  the 70  (below the 12)

A. Comprised of at least 7 presidents

B. They oversee missions work and evangelistic activities

5.  Missionaries

A. Mormons are expected to dedicate two years of their life to missionary service     

      (women may also but few do).

B. They must raise their own support

Teachings

(Print out articles of faith)

Article 9 is a pivotal teaching because it opens the door to receive revelation outside the guidelines of the Bible.  They believe God gives new and continual truth.  This elevates the Book of Mormon (article 8) to be equal to the Bible, as well as other teachings and writings.  The Reorganized Church uses the “Inspired Version” written by Smith, rejected by the Salt Lake City. 

The Spaulding Theory

In an 1834 article called Mormonism Exposed, it claims that before 1821 a congregational minister named Solomon Spaulding from Pittsburgh, published a story called Manuscript Found.  

Sidney Rigdon, Smith’s friend and first counselor, obtained the manuscript and gave it to Smith and many believe Smith plagiarized large portions of it and produced the Book of Mormon.  The Mormons say that the Rigdon had not been to Pittsburgh until after 1821, but there was a reference that the two were together in 1816 in a Pittsburgh newspaper.  

God

· There are multiple gods throughout the universe and the God we serve and know is only a particular god of the earth. (polytheism)

· We believe that God is self existent and is one and does not share his divinity or sovereignty with anyone.  Mormons believe that each god is begotten by other gods in succession, and that before they were “gods” they were first human. Smith says, “God is an exalted man…He was once a man like us…He dwelt on earth.   Mormons believe God was had a pre-human spiritual existence followed by a period of probation in a physical human body and evolved to the status of godhood again.

· Thye believe a council of gods convened and planned the creation of the earth.

· Deut. 6:4, Is. 43:10-11, 44:6, 8, 45:5, 21-22

· They use 1 Cor. 8:5  Paul says many lords and gods.  Paul is saying in the eyes of the world there are many, not in his eyes, any references to a person as a god in the Bible is a direct reference that in  the eyes of a person that individual seemed to be a god, but was not.

· One day we might be a “god”

· “God the Father was perhaps once a child” Journal of Discourses

Jesus Christ

The Book of Mormon

The Book of Mormon  was presented for publication in 1830.  3 other men claim to be eyewitnesses of the plates and then later 8 others claim to have seen them.  One of the witnesses, Martin Harris stated later that he never did see the plates but saw them through the eye of faith.  All three witnesses were later apostatized from their Mormon faith and were considered thieves and counterfeiters by their Mormon contemporaries.  Translation…

It is the history of 2 ancient civilizations on the American continent. The 1st was in 2250 BC from the tower of Babel called Jaredites and they were destroyed. The 2nd was from Jerusalem in 600 BC.  They crossed the Pacific ocean and landed in South America.  The author of the book was  a prophet named Mormon.  These were righteous Jews and were led by Nephi. They were divided, one group was called the Nephites and the Lamanites, or Indians.  The latter received a curse for their evil deeds and they received dark skin. They claim that Jesus visited the former but were defeated by the Indians in a battle near where the gold plates were found (385AD).  

When Joseph Smith found these plates there were four classifications:

1. the plates of Nephi

2. the plates of Mormon

3. the plates of Ether

4. the brass plates of Laban

Smith claims a man named Charles Anthon was shown the charactors on the gold plates and that he said they were authentic as he has seen and he says Anthon gave other information.  Anthon wrote a letter to an expert of the day, E. D. Howe who refuted Mormonism stating that the events described by Smith never took place.  Howe has never been refuted and because of this he is feared and hated among Mormon historians.  

Archeology

The Book of Mormon claims that their were great civilizations in America and that the land was covered with buildings, that there was a time when 2 million was slain, elephants were on this continent and numerous other examples could be mentioned.  Archeological researchers not only refute theses claims but go so far to say that many were completely impossible.  The list is endless.

The Mongoloid Factor

Because the Book of Mormon claims that the native Indians, Lamanites, were descendants of those who earlier came from Jerusalem, the Semitic race, there is a discrepancy called the “Mongoloid Factor.”  Anthropologists state that there are no physical similarities between the Jewish or Semitic and the American Indian.  With the modern day DNA testing it also shows there are great differences in genetics.


Indians are considered to be Mongoloid


Jews are considered to be Mediterranean Caucasoid

Corrections, Contradictions and errors

From the original “inspired” version in 1830 to the modern day book of Mormon  in Nephi 19:16-20:1 there has been over 50 changes.  Did God mess up?  There are numerous other examples like this.  

King James quotes

There are 25,000 words that are directly quoted from the KJV in the Book of Mormon, which includes lengthy passages and whole chapters.  The Mormon’s claim that Jesus came and preached to the Nephites a 1,000 years earlier and that Nephi brought the Hebrew Scriptures with them when they came to America across the Pacific ocean.  What a coincident that it came out translated perfectly in King James language which was written a 1,000 years later.

When the Jaredites crossed the ocean the ship had glass windows, steel and they possessed a compass, all which had not been invented back then.

